
 



 
 
Before you start 
Before you start doing anything check the regulations in your area. Many of these 
side hustles aren’t a problem to start or do on the side or as a hobby but a few you 
might need council permission for.  
 
Always consider insurance. Obviously for online surveys and similar you won’t need 
it but if you decide to do cleaning, ironing, renting a room or anything else which 
involves other people or businesses, you must get insurance. Making $30 cash an 
hour doing something might seem great until you accidentally bleach something you 
shouldn’t and are out $5,000 to replace it! Insurance is essential for most things and 
not that expensive.  
 
Many of these ideas can be done as proper businesses if you want as well. If you 
choose to do that make sure you do it properly with a business name, insurance and 
online presence. You can read this article about how to set up a business for under 
$100  as a guide. 
 
If you need a website for whatever you want to do, this article will help you set it up.  
 
For tips on marketing and business check out these resources  or I have a Marketing 
Without Money Course which steps you through the basics and things you can do for 
little or no money. Be sure to put aside a percentage of all your income from your 
business for marketing though so you can pay. Marketing is essential for business 
success.  
 
1. Online Surveys 
The first thing I tried from home was online surveys and while they won’t make you rich I did 
make a few thousand a year from the beginning. I regularly test survey sites for Aussies to 
make sure they pay and you won’t get scammed which you can find here. Also, with online 
survey sites it’s not just about doing surveys, there are so many ways you can make money 
with them.  
 
How much can you make?  
Most people I know doing online surveys make $2,000 to $5,000 a year from them. Different 
surveys pay different amounts and in different currencies. For example, Octopus Group pay 
a flat rate of $1.40 for 5 minutes so a survey taking 30 minutes will be paid $8.40. Whereas 
other survey sites price each survey differently. 
 
How long does it take? 
1 minute through to 3 hours per survey. You pick which ones you do, when you do them and 
which companies you are signed up to. Many people do them while watching TV or use the 
apps and do surveys while waiting in line at school pick up or waiting at the bus etc.  
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How to get started 
The best survey sites and how to make money with them are below.  
 
Octopus Group  
They claim to be the highest paying in Australia. I get regular surveys from them and the pay 
is consistent. Cashouts are quick with payments made on a Monday and can be either AUD 
to your account or egift cards emailed to you. Customer service is perfect whenever I have 
needed them. Sign up free here.  
 
You can make money by doing surveys and by referring friends so be sure to do both. At the 
time of writing, the payment was $1.40 per 5 minutes with many surveys being 5 to 20 
minutes.  
 
Swagbucks  
Get paid in USD to your PayPal account or choose from a selection of gift cards. It’s free to 
join here and they have so many ways to make money. You accrue points (Swagbucks) 
which are converted on the site when you redeem them. 
Surveys on the site, daily polls, Swago, using it as a search engine instead of Google, 
watching videos, playing games, shopping and referring friends are all ways to earn 
Swagbucks. Be sure to add the extension to your Chrome toolbar. This way when you are 
shopping it will pop up with discounts and the option to earn Swagbucks.  
 
Take the time to explore the site properly so you know all the ways you can earn. 2,500 
Swagbucks equals $25USD through PayPal.  
 
PrizeRebel 
The pay is small and it isn’t as consistent as other ones I have used but it does ok. Join free 
here and do surveys, watch videos, do tasks and check out the wall to earn more. Payment 
is always on the same day for me when I cash out. 2000 points equals $20USD. You can 
cash out as little as 500 points ($5USD). 
 
Others 
The following are ones that other readers have used, I have tested some but don’t use them 
consistently.  
 
Market Agent - it’s easy enough to make a little money and payments only take 3 days to 
your PayPal account.  
Pureprofile - you can get paid well but they have limits on how much you can cash out and 
you can only cash out every 60 days.  
Attapoll - an app that is easy to use. Not a high earner but good to have.  
Stable Soapbox - I haven’t had many surveys but others have.  
Purkle - I’ve made nothing but readers have made hundreds with them. 
WDYT - it takes a while to earn anything. Recently a few people have had issues cashing 
out but I never have.  
 
This list is regularly updated with the recommended sites and how to earn with them.  
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Extra Tips 

1. Get a separate email address. You will get so many emails from each one and if you 
sign up to other companies you might get spammed. Having a separate email 
address keeps your regular inbox clear from it all.  

2. Fill out your profile properly. Take the time to do it, as boring as it is. Being thorough 
and honest makes it easier when doing surveys and also means you are more likely 
to be chosen.  

3. Download the apps and the toolbar extensions so you can be notified and you can do 
surveys anywhere when you’re waiting. Doing this increases the options and chances 
to earn more.  

4. Be realistic. You are not going to make a full time income from surveys alone but you 
can make a few thousand dollars a year. The more you are signed up to the more 
opportunities you have.  

 
2. Blogging 
Starting a blog changed everything for me and created not only income from home but a 
whole new career. It is relatively easy to set up and there are a lot of ways to make money 
from one. Before you start, be sure you have time to write and create content, something of 
value to offer and enjoy the topic you want to blog about. I’ve been doing it for almost 10 
years on different sites and love it but it’s not for everyone.  
 
How much can you make?  
Some people make nothing others make millions (I know these people personally). The 
average blogger isn’t making a full time income from it but you definitely can if you want to 
and are dedicated. It comes down to quality, how you market, traffic and what you choose to 
do to make money from it. Also, the biggest bloggers have staff and are outsourcing tasks. 
 
How long does it take? 
You could have a blog set up in a day and how long you spend on it is up to you. To blog 
effectively and make money you need to be writing posts, updating social media, promoting 
your content, do emails, liaise with brands and run it like a business.  
 
If you don’t care how much you make you can spend as little or as long as you like on it. 
Personally, I spend between 5 and 20 hours a week working (that is blogging, social media, 
freelance writing and other work I do) and I make a full time income.  
 
You won’t make money immediately so it is something you need to spend money on first to 
reap the benefits later. It took me a few months to get any advertisers, 12 months to land a 
book contract and within 5 years I had a company, multiple sites and was working extreme 
hours. I’ve since scaled back to work how I want. You can find out more about me personally 
and professionally here.  
 
How to get started 
Decide what you want to blog about, choose a good domain name and get your blog set up. 
My preference is to go self hosted with SiteGround and to install Wordpress (you can do it 
with a couple of clicks). Choose how you want your site to look then start writing.  
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For proper step by step instructions you can use this article. And if you any questions, feel 
free to ask me in our Facebook group or email us admin@thethriftyissue.com.au. 
 
As for making money, the main ways bloggers do it are sponsored posts, affiliate links, ad 
networks and their own products or services. On my sites I do a mixture. Sponsored posts 
are arranged directly through the brand or agency and our site. Affiliate links are placed for 
products and services I personally use and can endorse (for Aussies, Wowtrk and 
Commission Factory are good).  
 
With ad networks you can use Google Adsense but I found them to be the lowest paying. I 
have made more through Viglink which is great for those starting out and Mediavine is better 
once you have more traffic.  
 
Offering your own products and services has been the most lucrative options for bloggers I 
know. From courses and books through to writing, social media management and virtual 
assistant services. Most of this comes when you have more experience or if you already had 
a background in these services. All of them can be done online from home.  
 
How to promote it 
Promoting your blog is essential if you want enough quality traffic to convert and get decent 
income. Creating a full marketing strategy is the best option but to get you started choose a 
social media platform or two such as Facebook and Instagram to start growing an audience 
and promoting your content. Be consistent and learn all you can about growing.  
 
Have an email list and send out a regular newsletter, even if you only have a few subscribers 
in the beginning. Create something such as a free course or PDF to get people to sign up.  
 
Connect with other bloggers through Facebook groups and social media. Look into guest 
posting on other sites, swapping content and promoting each other on your social media 
networks.  
 
Extra Tips 
Blogging isn’t for everyone but there is a lot of free content out there on how to make it work 
for you. Pick a niche instead of simply blogging about your life but be personal and authentic 
too. Be consistent, allow time for it and always try new things to promote it and increase your 
income if it’s what you want.  
 
3. Freelance Writing 
Websites, magazines, newspapers and even authors require content. Freelance writing can 
be done from anywhere provided you have an internet connection and access to a 
computer. One of the great things about writing is the more you do it the better you get at it.  
 
How much can you make?  
My very first article was 250 words which paid $125. The rates you charge or get paid will 
vary depending on your experience and qualifications along with the publication you’re 
writing for. Some writers will do articles for as little as $20, others get paid $1,000 an article.  
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How long does it take? 
This will vary because it depends how long you take to write, how heavily researched an 
article needs to be and other requirements. Some articles I pump out in 20 minutes, others 
take hours.  
 
How to get started 
I have a full article on how to do it here. I strongly recommend either having a background in 
writing and great English skills or doing a course such as this one. I know Holly through a 
finance conference I attend and can guarantee this course. 
 
Set up a site, create a portfolio and start pitching. The course will take you through exactly 
how to do all of that. You can also pitch quickly through sites such as this one or Problogger 
for lower paying jobs.  
 
How to promote it 
Get involved in business groups, be active on social media and pitch consistently. The more 
you write and the more you are seen, the more jobs you’ll get. Don’t work for free though (or 
at least not for long if you choose to do some free work) because you’ll get stuck. Your work 
has value so charge accordingly.  
 
Extra tips 
Check out this article for more tips on freelance writing and how I did it.  
To know what to charge the Australian Society of Authors has rates here or Kate Toon has a 
good article about it here.  
 
4. Rent Out A Room 
This has been an easy way for me to make money numerous times. Airbnb has been my 
favourite because it can be done when I am on holidays and it pays more than having 
someone rent a room as a boarder. For more regular income, a boarder or exchange 
student is a better option.  
 
And before you dismiss this because you don’t have a spare room, some people are willing 
to rent a couch or share rooms too. It comes down to location and price.  
 
How much can you make?  
My spare room in the suburbs in Canberra went for $70 a night, my apartment in Carlton, 
Victoria, went for $1,300 for 5 days over Christmas (it was tiny and had no pool or anything), 
another apartment rented for $150 a night in off peak times. Other rooms I have rented for 
$150 to $250 a week. Exchange students are often around the $200 price range but it 
depends where you live. Not all states allow payment for exchange students either so check 
your area.  
 
Check the prices in your area and what is included to work out how much to charge. Or if 
you go through Airbnb they do offer a suggestion. Mine always rented for more than they 
suggested. I have a full guide on how to make money with Airbnb here.  
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How long does it take? 
Airbnb took more time to organise than renting a room other ways. Cleaning everything and 
setting it up, taking photos, responding to enquiries and being available to respond when 
they rent it are all you really need to do. Cleaning you can outsource, the same with the 
photos.  
 
When I have rented the rooms to boarders it’s always been to people I knew so I didn’t need 
to advertise or worry about interviewing people. I strongly advise doing your research on 
anyone you rent to. Use this as a guide.  
 
How to get started 
If you want to rent it out on Airbnb, sign up free here then list your place following the steps. 
Be sure to take clear, well lit photos and price your home competitively. Choose your 
settings such as only renting to people who have reviews, include a cleaning fee and a 
security deposit to protect your home. Here is how I do Airbnb.  
 
When it comes to Airbnb you do need spare linen, basics such as coffee, tea, milk, 
shampoo, conditioner and things to make it more like a hotel. The room will need to be 
furnished.  
 
Alternatively, if you want to rent to boarders, I suggest asking friends and family first so you 
know who you are dealing with. Next, Facebook has groups for share homes and renting 
rooms in every area so join them and place an ad or respond to other requests. Gumtree is 
another option, however, everyone I know who has used Gumtree has mostly gotten spam 
requests when renting out a room. It’s great for other things though.  
 
When renting to a boarder it can be listed furnished or unfurnished and you aren’t expected 
to provide extras such as tea and coffee but do be clear with a contract about how much is 
paid, when and what is included e.g. wifi and bills or are they extra? Use this guide for 
renting a room to a boarder. 
 
Lastly, with exchange students, talk to schools or look up agencies in your area. I haven’t 
personally done it for pay so can’t recommend any agencies specifically.  
 
How to promote it 
List the room everywhere such as Airbnb and in share/rent groups for the most exposure. 
Pause it or block out times when it’s rented. Let others know you have a room for rent and it 
will get out there.  
 
Extra tips 
Try it for a little while before getting locked in for too long. Always have a contract and bond 
to protect yourself and your property. Check your insurance to see if you are covered if you 
do this and know what you are comfortable with.  
 
I am ok renting a room to boarders short term (usually 1 to 3 months) or renting my home on 
Airbnb when I am away. I don’t like having someone in my space full time though. Other 
people I know have homes which are like mini motels with guest coming and going all the  
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time. Do what works for you.  
 
Always lock away your jewellery and other items. I don’t have much of high value so this isn’t 
an issue for me. Each room in my home has a lock and I live a minimalist lifestyle so there is 
nothing worth stealing.  
 
5. Rent Out Your Garage 
Don’t fancy having people in your house but still want a little extra cash? Your garage is an 
option not just for parking in busy cities but also for storage of boats and cars in the suburbs. 
I’ve rented to a guy wanting to store his Mercedes, a mum wanting to run a sewing business 
(I knew her) and others wanting to park short term.  
 
How much can you make?  
$50 a week is fairly common but you can make more in areas where parking is high in 
demand such as the city.  
 
How long does it take? 
It takes 5 minutes to list it and if you use a third party site to do it then they handle the 
payments and everything else.  
 
How to get started 
I listed my garage on Spacer which was super easy. Other times I listed on Gumtree and a 
few times simply responded to requests from others on Facebook and Gumtree. I’ve 
averaged $50 a week from it.  
 
Once it was agreed all I needed to do was accept it and make a time to give them a remote 
for my garage. No keys to my house or anything else. I checked their licence and it was all 
done easily.  
 
How to promote it 
By using Gumtree or Spacer I didn’t need to promote it. People going to those sites are 
looking for it specifically.  
 
Extra tips 
Be careful. Do your research and have a contract in place. Always check references and 
only do what you are comfortable with. As I’ve usually rented to people I know or through 
Spacer this has been easier.  
 
6. Rent Out Your Car 
If you’re at home and it’s not being used, why not make money from it? You can rent your 
car out for an hourly or daily rate plus petrol. This is particularly popular in city areas but can 
be done elsewhere. I’ve only used Car Next Door to do this.  
 
How much can you make?  
$300 a month is about average for those renting their cars out according to research from  
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Car Next Door. The amount will vary depending on the age, make and model of your car, it’s 
condition, location and how often it is available.  
 
How long does it take? 
List your car in a matter of minutes after they have checked your licence and details. You will 
need to register first if you choose to go through a company but once it is listed you don’t 
need to do much other than making sure it is clean, fueled up and available.  
 
How to get started 
My preference has been to use Car Next Door or similar sites because they handle 
everything for you, payments are processed and a contract is in place. Also, you get 
discount insurance as a result through them. If you want to test Car Next Door as a customer 
before listing your car you can get $15 off your first trip here.  
 
With Car Next Door you’ll be sent a lockbox for your keys which customers use to get access 
and to return your car. There are thorough processes in place to protect you and your car 
are protected including 2 GPS units.  
 
Be sure to take photos, follow the steps to rent out your car and keep it clean.  
 
How to promote it 
If you list it on Car Next Door you don’t need to do anything to promote it. When people visit 
the site looking for a car they will be able to find yours there.  
 
7. Virtual Assistant 
A virtual assistant is someone who takes care of admin tasks virtually instead of a personal 
assistant or executive assistant in the office, everything is done online. Some tasks a VA 
might do are emails, book travel, manage social media, handle appointments, research for 
blog posts or presentations, personal tasks such as buying gifts online, blog commenting, 
bookkeeping and more. Anything that can be done virtually can be outsourced to a VA. 
 
How much can you make?  
This will depend on how many clients you have, your experience and what services you 
offer. Some VA’s do hourly rates from $20 to $100 an hour (the average I have seen in 
Australia is $40 to $50) with packages and retainers they offer for a lower hourly rate ($30 
per hour).  
 
How long does it take? 
Many virtual assistants work 20 to 40 hours a week. How many hours you do is up to you 
and how many clients you have.  
 
How to get started 
I have a full guide here. Many virtual assistants start by promoting their services in groups 
and on sites such as Freelancer and Upwork. In my opinion, the best option is to set up your 
own website (go with Siteground for hosting, install WordPress with one click, pick a theme  
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and some plugins then off you go!) and have your services including per hour plus packages 
on there. 

Next, set up your social media accounts, schedule it to have content shared regularly then 
promote your services in groups, let friends and family know and do it on your own rather 
than through sites such as Upwork. 

Check out the Australian Virtual Assistants Association for more advice and look into 
conferences such as the Australian VA Conference to network and learn. 

How to promote it 
Business groups on Facebook are a great place to get new clients. Having your own social 
media presence, an easy to use website and attending networking events will all help you 
get exposure and clients.  
 
Extra tips 
Do not undervalue your services or skills. While many things can be outsourced overseas for 
less than in Australia, some businesses want to deal with Australian VA’s only. Work out a 
pricing structure you are comfortable with which allows you to work the hours you can, 
outsource if needed and run the business at a profit. Read this for help on knowing what to 
charge and why. 
 
Always have a contract stating when payment is due, (I request payment upfront for any 
work I do and pay my VA’s upfront). Clearly stipulate timings, what work will be completed 
and what happens if either of you cancel the contract. Get a professional template done. 

Have a business plan including a solid marketing plan. Include goals and projections, how 
you will manage growth, how you will outsource, how you will market your services and have 
an exit strategy – meaning, work out if you want to sell the business at some point or have it 
running so you’re not the one doing all the work. 

8. Editing 
Editors work remotely for a variety of sites, companies and publications. Generally, you will 
need qualifications or good experience to do it well. Publishing houses outsource to at home 
editors as do many marketing companies so there is work available.  
 
How much can you make?  
In Australia, the MEAA has rates here which show $998 a day for book editing, $249 per 
hour. However, our rates are much higher than those overseas so many editors I know make 
$50 to $200 an hour depending on experience. While technically you don’t need any 
qualifications to start, proof of your language skills and relevant qualifications will help. 
 
How long does it take? 
How many hours you put into editing is your choice. Remember, you need time to read and 
change everything as needed so it might not be as quick as you anticipate. You can have it 
as a full time job or business if you want.  
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How to get started 
Having your own site with a portfolio and testimonials helps to secure clients, however, you 
can choose to start somewhere like UpWork to get experience but the pay is less. Join 
business groups, promote yourself on social media and reach out to your networks to see if 
anyone knows of any work to help you get started. 
 
How to promote it 
Your own site and social media presence are the best place to start. Many editors I know 
find a lot of work through Facebook groups when promoting themselves. Otherwise Upwork 
and writing job boards have editing work available as well.  
 
Extra tips 
Use tools which are available such as Grammarly to help with spelling and grammar. While a 
good editor will already be great at this, Grammarly provides extra help.  
 
9. Voice Over 
TV, radio, podcasts, video and other content all needs voice overs and all different accents 
are needed. While American, English and similar English speaking accents are preferred, 
others are used for different purposes.  
 
How much can you make?  
Voiceover artists we spoke to make anywhere from $100 to about $5000 per gig. It varies 
with every job based on the scope of the project. 
 
How long does it take? 
The time you spend doing voice over work will vary greatly depending on your experience 
and how much you get booked. 
 
How to get started 
I’d recommend checking out Voices to get an idea of the work involved and to have an 
agency behind you to get work.  
 
You can also create your own site and social media presence to polish off the professional 
look you want to convey.  
 
How to promote it 
If you go with a site such as Voices you don’t need to promote it as much since they will. 
However, it is always a good idea to post regular content on your own site and social media 
channels showing what you offer. Have a portfolio and testimonials so people can see the 
kind of work you have done. Also, get active in business groups and network. 
 
10. Transcribing 
Transcription services used to mainly be used by lawyers and doctors, now social media 
influencers, podcasters, radio shows and more require this service. Prices are higher for a  
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fast turnaround or if there is more than one person speaking, if there is background noise 
etc. 
 
How much can you make?  
$1 to $3 per audio minute is the average amount. So a 1 hour recording would pay $60 to 
$180 but it would take 4 hours to transcribe.  
 
How long does it take? 
On average it takes 4 minutes to transcribe 1 minute of audio but it also depends on how 
fast you type. The average typing speed is 40 words per minute and you can check your 
typing speed here.  
 
How to get started 
Upwork or Revs are a great places to start or check Facebook business groups. If you don’t 
use a service such as Upwork you will need to create your own profile somewhere online 
either with a website (the preferred option) or at the very least a social media profile so 
people can book you.  
 
How to promote it 
Connect with those who might need your services on LinkedIn and other social media 
platforms. Join business groups, networking groups and promote your services through 
social media.  
 
Extra tips 
Practice to increase your typing speed and learning to type while audio is going. The faster 
you can type the more you will be able to make transcribing.  
 
11. Rent Out Baby Gear 
With baby gear that isn’t too old you can rent it out on a few platforms and make some 
money. Ensure whatever you rent out is clean, in good condition, no more than 7 years old 
(depending on the platform you use) and you price it well.  
 
How much can you make?  
This will vary based on your area, what you are renting out and how much it gets rented. 
Some people make $50 a month.  
 
How long does it take? 
It only takes a few minutes to list it and a few minutes for them to pick it up when it is booked 
and drop it off.  
 
How to get started 
I personally know the owner of Tree Hut Village and have met with her plus KinderShare is 
another option. Sign up to either of these to start listing and renting out your items. List on 
both for more chances of renting out your baby gear.  
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How to promote it 
People go to these platforms to rent baby gear so you don’t need to promote it. You could 
post about it on your personal Facebook profile to let others know you are doing it and what 
you have available through the sites.  
 
12. Test Websites 
Companies want their websites tested by their target market to make sure they are easy to 
use and appeal to them. It’s easy to do and doesn’t typically require any qualifications. 
 
How much can you make?  
You can make up to $60 per test which is pretty good. How many websites you will be 
offered to test will vary. The base rate is $10 per test and up to $60 for live testing and 
conversation.  
 
How long does it take? 
20 minutes to test the site and a little while to do the 4 follow up questions. Live tests take 
the same amount of time but are done via video live with the client.  
 
How to get started 
Choose a platform you want to do it through, follow up the sign up process then get into it. 
Many people I know use this one. It is free to join.  
 
13. Fiverr 
Originally Fiverr was created for people to offer services worth $5 but now you can earn 
thousands and price it however you want. Anything you can do can be offered on Fiverr and 
I’ve used it quite a few times to order graphics and video. You can join free here and start 
making money.  
 
How much can you make?  
As little as $5 for whatever service you want to offer but most people make $50+ per service 
offered now and some make 6 figures a year on Fiverr.  
 
How long does it take? 
This will depend on the services you offer and how long it takes to do them along with how 
many people use your services.  
  
How to get started 
Sign up to Fiverr here, decide what services you want to offer. You might need to start low to 
get reviews as people trust those who have done work over those who haven’t. As you build 
your portfolio you can charge more.  
 
How to promote it 
Business groups and social media are a good start. Reaching out to people you know could 
use your services via LinkedIn can be an option and letting friends and family know.  
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Extra tips 
Value add by creating add on options people can choose to have to increase their order or 
make the service better. By being priced competitively and being able to upsell or even 
charge extra for a quick turnaround you can make more money.  
 
14. Flip Websites 
In 2014 I bought and sold my first few websites and quickly made some money. Having 
knowledge on websites is essential to be able to do this. The first website I bought, I 
recouped the cost within a week and it became profitable. The next I bought, increased the 
income then sold it for 10 times the price I paid for it.  
 
How much can you make?  
How long is a piece of string? Your profit with flipping websites will vary depending on the 
purchase price, income from the site and the sale price. I have bought sites for a few 
hundred and sold them for thousands. Friends of mine have sold sites for 6 and 7 figures.  
 
How long does it take? 
The time investment is more than most want for this. It takes time to find the right site, 
research it, complete the sale then you need to monetise it. Increase the income, increase 
traffic and make it more appealing. Then you need time to sell it. Most sites I have done this 
with it has taken 3 hours or so to find, buy and transfer the site. A few more hours to change 
the layout, add affiliate links and decide on a marketing strategy. I’ve then owned them for 6 
to 18 months and worked on them a few hours a month or paid a virtual assistant to. Then 
finally the sales usually took a few more hours too.  
 
How to get started 
You can purchase sites on Flippa, Gumtree and anywhere businesses are sold. Know what 
niche you want to be involved in and look for sites you can easily increase the income on 
and resell. Check traffic, income sources, proof of income and expenses, the domain 
authority and other metrics to ensure the site is a good one. It doesn’t need to be amazing 
but you don’t want a spammy site.  
 
Once you own it, ensure you have Google Analytics installed to track the traffic and other 
metrics. Create a marketing plan then increase the income. Add affiliate links such as 
through Wowtrk and set up ads through Viglink. Check out how to set up a blog and make 
money blogging here for more tips on exactly how to increase your income.  
 
How to promote it 
Having great SEO (use the plugin Yoast if it is a Wordpress website to check your SEO). 
Create an email list (you can use Mailchimp to start for free until you build your list) then 
send regular emails. Be active on social media with accounts directly for the site. With each 
article on the site have images which can be pinned to Pinterest by others. Include the blog 
post title and an interesting image. You can get free photos from Unsplash and use Canva 
for free to create images. 
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Connect with other bloggers, do guest posts and be interviewed in media. As you do all of 
this, track what works best and focus on those options.  
 
15. Write Resumes And Cover Letters 
A certain skill is required to be successful at writing resumes and cover letters. When done 
well, you can earn good money and people will share your details with everyone making it 
easier to get more clients. It’s an essential service these days with how competitive the job 
market is.  
 
How much can you make?  
At a minimum you can charge $100 for a resume or cover letter but usually much more. It 
depends on your experience, qualifications and success rate for clients. The better you do, 
the more you can charge.  
 
How long does it take? 
This will depend on your process. You’ll need time to gather the information, read the job 
descriptions and understand what the client wants then the time to craft it. Some can do this 
in an hour or two, more in depth ones take longer. Selection criteria can be lengthy. 
 
How to get started 
Create a great LinkedIn profile to show off some of your skills then get a website and social 
media presence. Decide which services you want to offer and how much you will charge 
then start networking to get clients. As your services and demand grow, review your process 
and prices.  
 
How to promote it 
I see requests for resume writers and help in numerous business and mum related groups 
on Facebook so start there. Respond to questions, provide valuable information and tips to 
show you know what you are doing and you’ll soon get a great clientele.  
 
Promote on social media and through an email list as well.  
 
16. Teach English Online 
If you have a teaching degree you can teach English to people in China online. It doesn’t 
take long to get set up and can be done from anywhere at any time.  
 
How much can you make? 
Up to $22 per hour through VIPKid which is the site most people I know use and 
recommend.  
 
How long does it take? 
This will depend on how many students you are teaching and how much time you want to 
put into it.  
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How to get started 
My recommendation is to do it through a site such as VIPKid as they have the reputation and 
people ready to be taught. Rather than trying to set up your own site and business doing it, 
registering with them is quick and effective for long term income. 
 
17. Author 
Becoming an author is much easier today because you can choose to self publish, load 
eBooks on Amazon or there are numerous publishers with specific days you can pitch to 
them.  
How much can you make?  
If marketed well you can make thousands, most authors don’t make much though. Going 
through a publisher you get less per book than you do self-publishing but a publisher has 
more connections and gives you better credibility.  
 
You can also simply write and sell eBooks on Amazon or your own site.  
 
How long does it take? 
How fast can you type? Do you know what you want to write about and are you motivated? 
Some authors can create and publish a book in a month, others take years. It comes down 
to you and your commitment.  
 
How to get started 
My preference is to write an outline and synopsis of what the book will be about then go from 
there. I commit to writing each day then once the manuscript is done I step away for a 
month. After the month I read it outloud to edit and correct it then it goes to my editor. After it 
has been edited, graphics and marketing are sorted and it is published.  
 
You will need a platform such as your own site and social media presence to promote it. In 
fact, publishers expect you to have this in place. 
 
How to promote it 
You need a full marketing strategy to promote books well. If you want to just promote it on 
Amazon that is an option but you will need to get reviews and drive traffic to it.  
 
Look at social media promotions, respond to callouts on SourceBottle and send press 
releases out to media to get free media coverage. Be interviewed on podcasts, blogs, TV, 
radio and anywhere you can. Use your personal story and experience to create a great 
angle the media would be interested in rather than just pitching to get promotion.  
 
Connect with influencers to get them to review and promote your book. This article is one of 
the best I have read to promote a book.  
 
18. Website Design 
Basic wordpress, squarespace and similar sites are fairly easy to learn to do but beyond that 
you will require specific skills and it can get tricky.  
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How much can you make?  
How much you make from a website will vary depending on what is required, how long it 
takes and what you are doing. Many start at $999 for an extremely simple Wordpress site 
with a free theme and a few pages. $4,999+ is more common.  
 
How long does it take? 
People who do it all the time can create a basic Wordpress site in a day but if it is more 
involved or you need to produce content or the client isn’t clear on what they want it can take 
longer. Websites can take a few months to do when you are doing a few at once or if it is 
quite involve. How long you spend a day doing it is up to you but you could easily do it full 
time.  
 
How to get started 
Set up your own site and have it looking great. Create a portfolio for people to see your work 
and create a marketing strategy to promote your business and services.  
 
How to promote it 
As with other services similar to this, your own site and social media presence will do 
wonders. Commenting and participating in business groups on Facebook, networking at 
events and letting friends and family know will all help secure clients.  
 
Extra tips 
If you do not have basic knowledge you can do some courses and learn a lot rather quickly. 
Do not take on projects you feel are outside your scope. Website design can either be 
simple or extremely complex so know what you are capable of and be clear on what you 
offer.  
 
Have clear contracts in place, take a deposit before doing any work and get payments in 
installments or upfront to cover what you are doing. I know of too many people who get burnt 
by creating sites then not getting paid.  
 
19. Social Media Management 
There are numerous courses you can do now to become a social media manager. Some 
specialise in one platform and really nail it, other people specialise in a few. What you 
choose to do will be up to you. Creating content, a marketing strategy and managing ads are 
just a few of the tasks social media managers do.  
 
How much can you make?  
This will depend on the services you offer and how many clients you have. Most charge 
upwards of $25 per hour (and really, that is low) or do monthly retainers for different 
packages. My preference was retainer work. Also, as you grow you can start to train others 
the way you do it and outsource some work to be able to take on more clients.  
 
How long does it take? 
With numerous clients you can do this full time or you can choose to manage only a few 
accounts and do it part time. The services you offer will dictate how long it takes as will the 
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amount of clients you have, your knowledge and how quickly you can work.  
 
 
How to get started 
Get either qualifications or experience to show your work and that you can be trusted with 
other people’s social media accounts. Set up your own website and social accounts, create 
great content and be clear on the services you offer. Make it easy for clients to see what you 
do, what you offer and make it extremely easy book you.  
 
How to promote it 
If you are a social media manager you should be great at promoting your own content and 
business on social media so start there. Get active in business groups and network like 
crazy. Answer questions, provide value and don’t just sell your services. Soon people will be 
referring to you as the expert and it will be easy to get clients.  
 
20. Create Graphics For Social Media 
Previously, you needed to know how to do graphic design to create graphics. Now, if you are 
simply doing graphics images for social media, it is simple to do and you can create 
templates to use for clients.  
 
How much can you make?  
$20+ per hour or you can create packages of a set amount of images for different platforms 
for a specific amount each month. For example a pack of 5 Pinterest images for each month 
for $50 or more.  
 
How long does it take? 
If you have a template and clients know their fonts and styles you can create a graphic in 
under 10 minutes. The more practice you have and the simpler it is, the quicker you will be. 
Then it is simply a matter of how many clients you have and how much work you want to do.  
 
How to get started 
Learn how to do it first. Canva and PicMonkey are two platforms people like for creating 
social media graphics. I have been using Canva for years.  
 
Set up a website and social media pages to promote your offers and outline your services to 
make it easy for people to book you.  
 
How to promote it 
This is one of the first things businesses outsource so getting active in business groups will 
help you a lot, especially when starting out. Have a few great packages to build up your 
portfolio on your site and social media to give people an idea of your style and if they feel 
they will work well with you.  
 
Be active on social media, offer tips and respond to comments in groups. Go to networking 
events and connect with small business owners.  
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Extra tips 
Use Grammarly to check your spelling and grammar are spot on when creating graphics. 
Don’t indicate you are a graphic designer unless you actually are. Graphic designers have 
an amazing array of skills which involve so much more than copy, paste and an eye for 
design which is done on Canva.  
 
21. Send In Jokes And Stories To Magazines 
Whether you read the magazines or not, they are always in need of new content. Many of 
the weekly tabloid style magazines offer cash prizes when you send in a joke, puzzle, photo 
or story.  
 
How much can you make?  
$25 to $2,000, depending on what you send. The lower amounts of $25 to $100 are typically 
offered for pictures, a sentence or two as a joke or quote for the magazine. $250 to $2,000 is 
on offer for interesting real life stories with photos.  
 
How long does it take? 
They can be submitted online now so how long they take depends on what you are sending. 
A photo or short joke will take 5 minutes. Your longer story could take hours.  
 
How to get started 
Check which magazines offer payment for photos, jokes or stories and how much. A few 
which do are That’s Life, Take 5 and Readers Digest.  
 
Have a look through their websites, get a feel for content they like then pitch through the 
process they outline. Be sure to follow their steps so you can be considered. Stories with 
images are more likely to be accepted. 
 
22. Coaching 
There are two types I am going to suggest - sports coaching and online coaching. Not all 
sports coaches are paid (in fact, most are voluntary) but if you are great at a sport you might 
get paid by a club, even local ones, to coach. It depends on the club, their budget, what they 
expect and your skills.  
 
As for the other type of coaching, anyone can go online and be a coach whether it is a 
business coach, dating and relationships, food or any other sort of coach. But I urge you to 
look at qualifications and get some rather than just setting up anything because you like it.  
 
How much can you make?  
You might make nothing you could make thousands. It depends on what the club offers if it 
is sports coaching and if it is other coach it depends on what you charge plus how many 
clients you have.  
 
How long does it take? 
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Sports coaching will take a few hours a week including training and games on the day. It will 
vary depending on the club.  
 
 
As for your own coaching business, it will take more than a few hours a week. Either you 
outsource a lot when it comes to bookkeeping, marketing and other business aspects or you 
will have to limit your time coaching. Many coaches work long hours when getting started, 
build up a clientele then offer services and sell other products too.  
 
How to get started 
For sports coaching you will need skills and to network. Apply when you see the opportunity 
or approach clubs you would like to work for. You can get coaching certifications and will 
most likely need a working with vulnerable people check or similar.  
 
For your own coaching business, decide what services you will be offering and how much 
you will charge after you get qualifications. Set up your website and social media, create a 
marketing plan, get testimonials and have a proper business strategy.  
 
How to promote it 
As a sports coach, if you do a weekly coaches tip through your clubs social media it will help 
the club get more exposure and solidify you as an expert.  
 
For your own coaching business, social media, doing Facebook lives, utilising an email list 
and connecting with others online will help you to promote your business.  
 
Extra tips 
Be authentic in whatever you do. Don’t go into it all with a plan to make big money (although 
making money is part of it). If you are a sleazy salesperson about it all, people will sense that 
and not want to book you. Have experience, qualifications and testimonials to back up what 
you are offering.  
 
23. Etsy 
When I first came across Etsy it was mainly a marketplace for crafty items people were 
selling. As it has grown, it now includes graphics, printables and so much more. Anything 
you can make can be sold on Etsy and you can make good money with very little effort if you 
sell the right things. It’s a great way to add a stream of income to your business as well.  
 
How much can you make?  
This will depend on what you are selling and how much effort you put into it. Most people I 
know make a few thousand a year with it as a hobby.  
 
How long does it take? 
As long as you want it to. How long does it take you to make something? Include that then 
add on 5 to 10 minutes to photograph then list your item. You will want to ensure whatever 
you are selling is presented well, clearly described and put in the right category too.  
 
If you are selling graphics such as invitations, planners, calendars, spreadsheets and 
anything else along those lines it won’t take as long as sewing custom orders. Plus, items 
people can download only need to be created once but can be sold over and over 
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generating more income.  
 
 
How to get started 
Decide what you want to sell. Search on Etsy to see if there is similar and do some research 
on the price of what you want to sell. Work out how long it takes you to create the item, how 
many you can make, how popular they are, how much it costs you to make and work out if it 
is viable. 
 
If it is, create whatever it is you want to sell, photograph it and do your listing. Have a look at 
other listings to get an idea of how to do it, what appeals and what doesn’t.  
  
How to promote it 
Social media is a great way to promote your Etsy store. You can share images of your 
creations and connect with your target audience. I have an article here from an Etsy seller 
with tips.  
 
24. Camplify 
How often do you really use your caravan or camper trailer? If you have one at home (or can 
get one fairly cheap), Camplify is an easy way to rent it out. People can pick it up from you 
and drop it back so you don’t need to do much at all.  
 
How much can you make?  
Up to $10,000 a year is what some people are making renting out their caravans. How much 
you make will depend on where you live and how often yours gets booked. Holiday 
destinations will be more popular than rural.  
 
How long does it take? 
It only takes a few minutes to list it. The time will come from if you have to clean it between 
rentals. Factor that into the price and you can pay someone else to clean it for you.  
 
How to get started 
Use Camplify to make it easy. My preference for renting anything is to use platforms such as 
this because they do checks on everyone for you, a contract is in place, payment is handled 
through them and it is much easier than doing it on your own.  
 
If you have your caravan on your property, another option is to set it up for Airbnb the same 
as you would a room. Check out the tips for that here.  
 
How to promote it 
Tourism and business groups are one place to promote it. Really, if you are doing it through 
the sites people will find it when they search for ones in your area.  
 
25. Fence Signage 
If you live on a main road you might consider fence signage. This is when businesses pay to 
put signs on your fence. When I lived in Sydney this was popular with tradesmen and 
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whenever a circus or similar act was in town. Some offered homeowners discounts, others 
paid to have their signs in strategic locations. 
 
 
How much can you make?  
After deciding how big it will be, how long it will be up and what else is required you can 
make $50 or more a week.  
 
How long does it take? 
It doesn’t take long to work out the details then it is up to them to arrange installation. 
However, it can take a while to get a permit if needed and to get someone who wants to rent 
the space. 
 
How to get started 
First, check with your council to see if you need a permit to have a business sign on a 
residential address.  
 
Next, approach local businesses with your offer or look around your area to see if any 
businesses are already promoting their services on fences elsewhere and approach them.  
 
Be sure to have a solid contract outlining who pays for what (as in damage to the sign or 
fence), how much they are paying and for how long.  
 
26. Comping 
A few years ago I entered every competition I came across and managed to win quite a bit of 
stuff. Last month I entered many competitions again to test it. Most don’t finish yet so I don’t 
know how successful it was. However, some people win so much it is a part time job!  
 
How much can you make?  
Since prizes can be cash or you can sell the prizes, you can make a decent amount. You 
might make nothing or you could make thousands. And before you think no one wins those 
big prizes like cars and holidays, I have friends who have won them so it does happen and I 
have been involved in handing out those sort of prizes.  
 
How long does it take? 
People who take comping seriously spend hours every week on it. How long you spend is up 
to you but the more you are entered in the higher your chances of winning something.  
 
How to get started 
Get a different email address for competitions otherwise you will be overrun with marketing 
emails and it will stress you out.  
 
Sign up to competition specific sites and join comping groups on Facebook then start 
entering.  
 
Competitions which require 25 or 50 words or less generally have lower entries so they are 
worth going for. Be creative, don’t do sob stories and follow the rules for better chances.  
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27. Write Product Reviews 
Aside from having your own reviews on a blog there are sites you can write reviews 
for or you can get paid to write reviews on social media.  
 
How much can you make?  
Each site pays a different amount and some pay in gift cards instead. 1 review might 
be worth $5 to $50. 
 
How long does it take? 
It only takes a few minutes to write a review so how many you write is up to you. The 
more you write the more money you make.  
 
How to get started 
Check out sites which pay you for your review such as Product Review . It’s free to 
join and you can earn a $20 Coles gift card. Alternatively, apps such as Social Soup 
offer products and sometimes minimal payment for reviews.  
 
Another option is to check sites such as Airtasker. Businesses sometimes post 
requiring reviews and testimonials. This one isn’t for everyone. 
 
28. Data Entry 
Typically a service now offered by virtual assistants, data entry is a job you can do 
from anywhere with basic admin skills. If you choose to get qualifications in specific 
areas such as law or medicine you can charge more and it can be easier to get work.  
 
How much can you make?  
Data entry often starts around $20 to $25 an hour but if you have experience or 
qualifications it can be around $50. Alternatively, some data entry specialists charge 
a retainer for businesses so a business pays a set amount each month for a 
specified amount of work.  
 
How long does it take? 
This will vary depending on what is required by your clients and how many you have.  
 
How to get started 
Upwork and similar platforms have data entry positions advertised. It’s easy to set up 
a profile and apply for data entry jobs on them, however you will be competing 
against many people from overseas who will be much cheaper.  
 
Alternatively, set up your own business. Check out how to do it for under $100 here.  
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How to promote it 
Promoting your work is easier when you have a website and online presence as well 
as a portfolio. If you are using Upwork or similar sites, once you start to get 
testimonials you will find it easier to get more clients. With your own business, utilise 
business groups and networking.  
 
29. Sell Courses 
Common among bloggers, selling courses is an option for anyone who has 
knowledge or skills in a specific area. And just because someone has a similar 
course does not mean yours won’t be valuable. We all have something different to 
offer.  
 
How much can you make?  
How much will you charge, how many courses will you sell and what are your 
expenses for selling them? All of this impacts how much you make. You might only 
sell one but those who sell courses that I know personally make $30,000 or more a 
year with many of them making over $100,000. It takes a lot of marketing though.  
 
How long does it take? 
First you need the time to create the course which can take weeks, then setting up or 
deciding where to have it available for sale, promoting it and responding to enquiries. 
All up, some people set it up in a few days (including the complete creation of the 
course), others take months. 
 
Once it is set up and marketing in place, it usually takes a few hours a week or less 
unless you have a VIP group or something attached to the course.  
 
How to get started 
Decide what you want to offer a course on. Do some market research to see if there 
is anything similar out there, how yours would be different, if it is selling well and if it 
is worth it for you.  
 
Set aside time to create the course and decide where you want to have it. Teachable 
and Udemy are two popular options which are very different to each other. 
Teachable gives you more control over the price you sell it for, Udemy  has flash 
sales where your $200 course might be sold for $15 but it is easy to deal with and 
they do a lot of promotion for you.  
 
How to promote it 
Social media marketing, working with influencers, using your own platforms and 
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reaching out to mainstream media are all good options to promote it. Ideally, you will 
have a website and already have a community of loyal followers before you launch a  
 
 
course. Many people offer an affiliate program to those who do the course. This way 
they promote it for you and get a percentage of the sale.  
 
30. Consultant 
If you have expertise in any particular area you can be a consultant. My experience 
is in being a marketing consultant for national and international governments, 
corporations and not for profits. However, years ago, with my first baby I also did 
direct selling.  
 
How much can you make?  
This depends on what you are doing, how in demand your services are and what you 
charge. Some consultants charge only $100 an hour (which is too low in my opinion) 
where others charge thousands.  
 
How long does it take? 
Building a proper consultancy business takes time and it is up to you how long you 
spend working. Most people choose to do it either part time for a few clients before 
leaving their job and going full time or they do it full time from the start.  
 
This means it can be anywhere from a few hours a week through to 40 or more.  
 
How to get started 
With your own consultancy business it is the same as any business. Create a 
business plan, do market research, get a website and promote your services. This 
article shows you how to set up a business on the cheap.  
 
Then it is a matter of promoting your services, networking and getting clients.  
 
How to promote it 
The best promotion for me came from speaking at events, attending networking 
events and social media. Showing what I could do then also being nominated for 
awards. Also, I connected with not for profits, assisted them with their campaigns 
which meant lots of media attention too. All of this helped create a profitable 
consulting business. To be clear, I did the not for profit work because I was 
passionate about the causes, not for self promotion.  
 
31. Refurbish Furniture 
Buying pieces to refinish or picking up items you see for free, fixing them then 
reselling can be a great way to make some extra cash if you have the skills and 
tools.  
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Alternatively, if you have the skills you can refurbish furniture for others as a  
 
 
 
business.  
 
How much can you make?  
Some people are happy making $20 others make $500+ per piece. It depends on the 
type of furniture, where you sell it and how much it costs for you to fix it.  
 
How long does it take? 
It takes time to find the items, fix them then resell them. How much time you spend 
doing it is up to you.  
 
How to get started 
If you have the skills and tools, keep an eye out as you drive around for pieces on 
the side of the road (check the legalities in your area). Look in second hand shops, 
search Gumtree and Facebook for free items and let people know you are 
refurbishing items. Also check if your local tip has a shop.  
 
How to promote it 
If you are flipping items (buying or finding them then reselling) the best places are 
typically Gumtree, Facebook and eBay to sell them. You will build up a reputation as 
well as not have the fuss of doing your own site. You could choose to have a 
Facebook and/or Instagram account with them all as well and sell through them.  
 
If you are doing it as a business, it is the same as any other business. Have a 
website, social media presence and network to market your business well. I have a 
guide on how to resell things here .  
 
32. Friend Referrals 
Have you ever checked to see if the products and services you use offer friend 
referral bonuses? Some do and if you use the product and love it, why not share it?  
 
How much can you make?  
You can earn anywhere from a few dollars to $500 per referral, depending on the 
terms and conditions of the product or service. 
 
How long does it take? 
It only takes a minute to send a referral either by email, messenger or sharing it on 
social media.  
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How to get started 
Check the products and services you use to see if they have friend referral bonuses.  
 
 
 
 
Here are a few to get you started: 
Raiz  offers $2.50 or sometimes $5 
Spaceship  offers $20 (and if you haven’t signed up yet, get $20 when you use the 
code KTRAVERS9DU 
Marley Spoon  offers a $35 discount on your order 
HelloFresh offers $50 
MadeComfy  offers $500 
 
How to promote it 
Share your referral code on your social media channels or email friends and family if 
they are interested or you think it is genuinely good for them. Don’t hit up everyone 
all the time though.  
 
33. Sign Up Bonuses 
Many companies offer sign up bonuses and you can make small amounts here and 
there. Plus some give you ongoing discounts or have VIP loyalty programs and 
similar.  
 
How much can you make?  
This will vary depending on the product. I’ve listed a few options below for you to get 
started but it can be from $2.50 through to a few hundred usually.  
 
How long does it take? 
Usually only a few minutes to sign up but some such as bank accounts will require 
paperwork and more time.  
 
How to get started 
Have a search for sign up bonuses and decide which ones will work for you. For 
example, banks often have $25 to $100 as a welcome bonus and more in the form of 
points for credit cards. Find a list of Aussie ones here .  
 
Sign up to Cash Rewards for free here. Be sure to download the app and install it on 
your Chrome toolbar. It will notify you of sign up bonuses, cashback and other 
discounts when you are shopping online. Including discounts at places like Coles, 
Woolworths and similar.  
 
34. Ironing  
People are outsourcing domestic chores more with ironing being one of the first 
many households outsource. If you don’t mind doing it, have the right equipment and 
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are good, it can be a nice side hustle while watching TV.  
 
How much can you make?  
Prices vary a lot but don’t undersell your services! Most people average $25 an hour.  
 
 
You can usually charge per item or per flat basket. Be aware, when you charge per 
basket, people try to cram in as much as possible. Check your local area for a guide 
as to what others are charging.  
 
How long does it take? 
This depends on how long it takes you personally and how many clients you want to 
have.  
 
How to get started 
Be sure you have all the equipment then promote your services on social media, 
Gumtree and let friends and family know.  
 
Take out insurance just in case you damage an item.  
 
Decide how many clients you can handle, how you will run it and what services you 
offer. For example, do you offer to pick up and drop off for an extra fee? Do you have 
a rush service option available? Knowing what you will and won’t do makes it easier 
to set boundaries with clients.  
  
How to promote it 
Gumtree and Facebook Marketplace are two popular places to promote domestic 
services like this. It’s free to list and people can easily contact you.  
 
Promote it further in Facebook groups, have your own Facebook page or similar or 
even consider a flyer drop in your area.  
 
35. Alterations 
With sewing skills you can offer alterations and do it from home or combine it with an 
ironing/laundry service. One woman I knew did well with alterations on wedding 
dresses specifically for those with religious modesty needs. 
 
How much can you make?  
It will vary depending on how many you do, how much you charge and how heavy 
the competition is. Small alterations such as zips, pant legs and fixing seams don’t 
make as much as larger alterations. Check the prices in your local area to see what 
is worth doing.  
 
How long does it take? 
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This will depend on how long it takes you to sew and how many you are doing. 
Experienced sewers can do a few smaller alterations easily. Some people do it full 
time others do it of an evening after work.  
 
 
 
 
How to get started 
Most people I know who do well with alterations as a side business have simply 
started by doing it for friends and family, letting people know on Facebook and word 
of mouth spread.  
 
Make sure you have everything you need including insurance. 
 
How to promote it 
Firstly, do quality work. Next, connect with shops selling wedding dresses, formal 
clothing and other items which people often require to be altered. Promote yourself 
on social media and advertise on places such as Gumtree for free.  
 
36. Telemarketing  
Look at any job website and there are loads of positions for telemarketers including 
some which can be done from home. Many have part time or casual hours at various 
times so they can be done at the same time as a regular job or they will suit those 
who need to work different hours. Be prepared though, it’s not an easy gig! 
 
How much can you make?  
The base rate is usually fairly low (often $21 an hour) but you can make great 
commissions if you have the right set of skills. Some telemarketers make 6 figures 
because they have great sales skills to earn bonuses. 
 
How long does it take? 
Some positions allow you to work as little as one shift a week, others expect more. 
Training is usually done over a few weeks then it is an immediate start.  
 
How to get started 
Apply for the positions you see advertised on job websites and do the training. Listen and 
apply any tips from those who are successful. Be aware, you will need a thick skin because 
customers can be vicious.  
 
37. Rent Your Home For Movies/Photo Shoots 
Bright and airy, boho, coastal, vintage, retro, if your home is unique or beautifully styled you 
could rent it out for movies or photo shoots. I’ve been involved in a few (getting 
photographed on location) and the house on the corner of my street has been used for a few 
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movies and TV shows.  
 
How much can you make?  
It will vary depending on what you have to offer and how long it is needed. You can easily 
make a few hundred to a few thousand.  
 
 
 
How long does it take? 
It doesn’t take long to list but it might take a while to get booked. Then it can vary from a few 
hours to months of you needing to be out of your home. There is also the time to clean and 
prepare before a shoot as well as clean up afterwards.  
  
How to get started 
Register your home and go from there. You can work with an agency in your area or 
Creative Spaces is easy to use and well liked. Go through the process and let people know 
what you are doing. It is amazing the connections people we know have.  
 
How to promote it 
It will be promoted through the agency or site you list it with but you can also promote it in 
photography or business groups on Facebook.  
 
Extra tips 
Research your area and what scouts are looking for where you are. Don’t go changing your 
home and lifestyle in the hopes of renting out your home but be aware and take what they 
want into consideration if you’re styling your home and want to do this.  
 
38. Market Research 
While the online surveys listed earlier are a form of market research, companies are also 
looking for people to participate in panels, workshops and discussions on their products.  
 
How much can you make?  
$100 per hour is the average I am offered, sometimes in cash other times as a Visa gift card 
which can be used anywhere Visa is accepted.  
 
How long does it take? 
Most sessions are 1 to 2 hours. Include your travel time to and from and it’s a pretty good 
hourly rate for most people. How many offers you get and how often you are accepted will 
determine how many hours you can do this each month.  
 
How to get started 
For the ones paying $100 per hour I recommend Replenishqr and Farron as I have worked 
with both of them. If you are willing to do market research in exchange for free product 
Social Soup is one option. All you need to do is sign up then respond to emails as they come 
in. If selected, they will let you know and you go do whatever is required for that session.  
 
Usually it is trying something and answering a few questions about it or discussing it. 
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Sometimes there is a follow up phone call or survey as well. I have a full article all about 
market research here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
39. Mystery Shopping 
When my kids were quite little I did mystery shopping for supermarkets, fast food places and 
a few clothing shops. It was a lot of work for the payment involved but I was so broke it was 
worth it. As you build your profile and get known for being a good mystery shopper you get 
better offers.  
 
How much can you make?  
Often it was only $20 and some product you were required to purchase. With more 
experience you can get paid more.  
 
How long does it take? 
The shop itself usually only took 10 minutes or so, depending on what they wanted. It was 
the survey and completing all the information after which took longer, sometimes an hour.  
 
How to get started 
Check out mystery shopping agencies and sign up to ones which service your area. I worked 
with Service Integrity when I did it. You can also have a look on job service sites such as 
seek or check out Airtasker. Find out more here.  
 
40. Clinical Trials 
Medical and clinical trials were something I had heard of but was rather nervous to try until 
an opportunity came up for a condition I have to test a product which was already out. The 
results were positive for me, although it was painful at times and I didn’t like staying 
overnight in the hospital.  
 
Some clinical trials are all outpatient ones meaning you don’t stay but the higher paying ones 
have you stay a few nights.  
 
How much can you make?  
The lowest I have seen is $500 and the highest was $10,000. Mine was $4,050 which you 
can read about here.  
 
How long does it take? 
Screening for any clinical trial you are selected for usually takes 2 hours. After that, how long 
it takes depends on what sort of study you are involved in. Some only take a few hours, 
others take days spread out over a few months.  
 
How to get started 
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Sign up to clinical trial companies in your area and go through their offers. Apply to the ones 
which suit you and go from there.  
 
I always recommend never being in the first group of participants, try to be in later groups. 
This way if there are any common side effects they will know about it before your group.  
 
I did mine with The Centre For Clinical Studies in Melbourne which is attached to the Alfred  
 
 
Hospital should anything go wrong (it didn’t!) but there is also a government website you can 
use here.  
 
Extra tips 
As mentioned, don’t be in the first group to test the medicine. Or look for psychology tests 
instead. 
Look for options with minimal outpatient visits. The biggest part of the money comes from 
the hospital stay so any tests with lots of outpatient visits will take longer and the pay won’t 
feel like it is much more. Also, the longer a trial takes, the longer it is before you can do a 
different one.  
Be prepared to be bored in hospital. You will not be allowed to leave or go outside once the 
trial starts. It needs to be done in a controlled environment.  
Take your own pillow. The ones in the hospital weren’t great.  
 
41. Deliveries 
Ubereats, Deliveroo and numerous takeaway shops constantly need delivery drivers or 
riders. It’s easy to join and if you’re doing it as a bike rider it can be a great way to keep fit.  
 
How much can you make?  
From research, the average appears to be $10 to $20 an hour depending on the amount of 
deliveries you do and other expenses. For example, a car will cost more to run than a bike 
but you might be able to deliver more in a shorter period of time.  
 
How long does it take? 
You can usually choose when you work with evening shifts and weekends being more 
popular and busy.  
 
How to get started 
Sign up to the delivery service you want to deliver for or apply for delivery jobs at your local 
stores or online. Check the conditions of employment and if you need your own insurance, 
tax details and so forth. Those employed to deliver by shops will likely be better off because 
it will be a higher hourly rate and include superannuation, workers compensation etc. Those 
things are not included if you are doing delivery for apps such as Ubereats.  
 
42. Car Driver 
Driving people around is easy now with so many apps making it possible. Uber, Shebah (if 
you are female and only want to have female passengers), Ola and Taxify to name a few. 
You will need a relatively new car and have to pay for petrol, insurance and other expenses 

 
©2019 The Thrifty Issue  www.thethriftyissue.com.au    31 

https://www.australianclinicaltrials.gov.au/
http://www.thethriftyissue.com.au/


yourself.  
 
How much can you make?  
After taking out expenses, many have reported to be making about $10 an hour. So less 
than minimum wage but they like it because they can do their own hours.  
 
 
 
 
 
How long does it take? 
It’s your choice when and how long you work for with any of these apps.  
 
How to get started 
Research each option then apply online. There is a process where they check your identity, 
the car, you need to ensure your details are always up to date then you get started. As a 
driver there are things you will need to ensure you do regularly including keep the car clean 
and smelling nice.  
 
Extra tips 
Some drivers offer water, gum or lollies so you might want to do that. If you have the option, 
allow riders to select music before you arrive. Keep your boot clear and do not drive around 
with a baby seat. Yes, all of theses things have been issues when I had used these apps as 
a customer. 
 
43. Airtasker 
Full of random tasks and endless possibilities to make money, Airtasker is pretty popular 
now. From cleaning to setting up furniture to writing articles there are so many options. 
Some can get a little weird (check out this article for the weirdest ones).  
 
How much can you make?  
This will depend on what you choose to do. Some tasks are as little as $5 while others are 
over $500. 
 
How long does it take? 
Again, it depends on what you do. You need to account for the time to apply for a bunch of 
jobs on top of the actual task. You might spend an hour applying and only get to do 1 thing 
you applied for.  
 
How to get started 
Sign up to Airtasker for free and start browsing the options. Apply for ones which interest you 
and go from there.  
 
44. Cleaning 
Cleaning is a great one to do during school hours. Most people get regular clients or work for 
an agency which supplies ongoing work. It can be hard work but if you take pride in what you 
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do and do a good job you can charge more.  
 
How much can you make?  
The lowest I have seen is $20 an hour but it tends to be closer to $30 per hour. For those 
running their own cleaning business you can choose to charge hourly or per task with jobs 
such as ovens costing more  
 
 
 
 
How long does it take? 
You could work full time hours or most homes take 2 hours or so a week.  
 
How to get started 
Look up cleaning jobs on sites such as Seek and apply for them or if you are doing your own 
cleaning business promote it on Gumtree, Facebook and sites such as Service Seeking or 
oneflare. And be sure to get insurance! 
 
45. Gardening 
Similar to cleaning, gardening is a great one to do around school hours and if you have the 
equipment, once registered and insured you can start immediately.  
 
How much can you make?  
Most I have spoken with averaged $50 per hour but quoted per job based on how long they 
thought it would take and how much was involved. Remember, you have the expense of 
clearing everything away, maintaining and replacing your tools, insurance, tax and marketing 
if you do it as a full business.  
 
How long does it take? 
This will depend on how many clients you have and how many hours you want to put into it. 
Many people start off doing a few hours a week then have full time work within months.  
 
How to get started 
Get insurance first then promote your services in the same way other domestic services do 
such as Gumtree, Facebook and sites such as Service Seeking or oneflare. Let friends and 
family know what you are doing, offer referral bonuses to your clients and do an excellent job 
to get good work of mouth.  
 
46. Handyman  
With some tools, insurance and skills in a variety of repair jobs you can make money as a 
handyman. 
  
How much can you make?  
This will depend on how many jobs you do and the cost of supplies in your area. Many make 
$50 or more an hour depending on experience and expertise.  
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How long does it take? 
You can do this part time or full time if you want to. The important thing is to be good at what 
you do and have excellent customer service. 
 
How to get started 
To get good clients you will need to register as a business, have insurance then start 
promoting yourself. You’ll need a selection of tools, know where to get supplies and of  
 
 
 
course skills. Create a list of services you can provide then promote your services.  
 
How to promote it 
One easy option is to collaborate with real estate agents. Offer a referral payment or 
percentage of any jobs you do for them to encourage them to use your services. This can 
often provide more regular income than random jobs found through social media and online.  
 
Jump on Airtasker, Gumtree and Facebook to promote yourself there and to check for odd 
jobs being requested.  
 
47. Personal Concierge 
The services of a personal concierge are becoming more popular as our lives get busier. 
Ever wanted someone to pick up the dry cleaning, do the groceries, run your errands, book 
travel etc? A personal concierge can do all of this and more. It’s the same as a personal 
assistant at work but for your personal life instead.  
 
How much can you make?  
Many charge $50 to $80 an hour, depending on where they live and the services they offer.  
 
How long does it take? 
You can set your own hours and how long it takes will be determined by how many clients 
you have and the services you are required to do or plan to offer.  
 
How to get started 
You can either sign up to a company already offering these services or promote it as 
something you offer and do it as a business. Decide the type of errands you want to do, do 
some market research to see what people need most in your area then set it up and promote 
your services.  
 
How to promote it 
Promote your services in the same way other domestic services do such as Gumtree, 
Facebook and sites such as Service Seeking or oneflare. Let friends and family know what 
you are doing, offer referral bonuses to your clients and do an excellent job to get good work 
of mouth.  
 
48. Support Worker 
Disability, aged care and other community industries often need support workers. While 
some require you to have qualifications, others will take you on and train you. Without 

 
©2019 The Thrifty Issue  www.thethriftyissue.com.au    34 

https://www.serviceseeking.com.au/
https://www.oneflare.com.au/
http://www.thethriftyissue.com.au/


qualifications your income will be lower but if you do overnight work or weekend shifts the 
pay can be double.  
 
How much can you make?  
Without qualifications or experience you are looking around $26 depending on the level in 
the award they are paying. After 8pm, Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays have higher 
rates.  
 
 
 
How long does it take? 
To do training and get clients can take a few months. Then shifts are a minimum of 3 hours 
and you can dictate how many hours you do, which clients you want to work with and where 
you work usually, especially if you are working in their homes.  
 
How to get started 
Search seek, Ethical Jobs, LinkedIn and other job boards for support worker roles in your 
area, check their requirements and apply. You will need a working with vulnerable people 
check and first aid certificate as a minimum but some organisations pay for you to obtain 
these.  
 
Alternatively, get your qualifications first then look for work.  
 
49. Markets 
Both online and in person markets can be great if you have a product to sell. Check out the 
local markets, see what they sell, what’s popular then decide if it will work for you. I’ve done 
markets at different times sometimes selling things I’ve made, other times selling items from 
shops which have closed.  
 
My stepmother made pies, slices and cakes to sell. She always sold out within 2 hours.  
 
How much can you make? 
This completely depends on how much you sell and the profit margin with the items you sell 
as well as any other expenses you have such as paying to be part of the market.   
 
How long does it take? 
Most markets run for 3 to 8 hours with some going over two days on a weekend. On top of 
the time spent on the day at the market, you have setting up and packing up, travel to and 
from plus pricing, making items and all the preparation between markets.  
 
How to get started 
Do some research on the markets in your area first to see if what you want to sell is viable. 
Then make or buy enough to make it worth while. Decide how you want to display everything 
and get what you need to do so such as a table, chair for you, stands, signage and be sure 
to have cash as well as a way for people to pay electronically.  
 
How to promote it 
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If you are going to do market stalls it is a good idea to have at least a Facebook page or 
Instagram account for people to be able to find you, place other orders and for you to 
promote what you are doing. Markets are generally advertised well but the more you 
promote yourself the higher your chances of selling more.  
 
 
 
 
 
50. Teach a class  
Teaching for organisations, creating your own courses or even running classes about topics 
you know in community colleges, libraries or anywhere you want are all options. When I lived 
in Canberra we ran classes both on location and in my home studio. They worked really well 
and were often booked out.  
 
How much can you make?  
I usually made $500 for a 1 hour basic class with small businesses or a few thousand for 
other classes. How much you make will depend on what you charge, how many students 
you have and what expenses you have involved with it.  
 
How long does it take? 
You will need to create the course or work out your curriculum for teaching the class which 
can take hours. Then you need to decide how long the class will run for and include set 
up/pack up time. Time to respond to enquiries and promote the classes needs to be take into 
account too.  
 
How to get started 
Decide what class you want to teach and where you will do it. If doing it through a registered 
training organisation such as TAFE you will need qualifications. If doing it through 
community colleges or collaborating with other organisations the rules are different.  
 
Research if there is a market for what you want to teach, check your competition then decide 
how you will run it.  
 
Choose how you want to arrange it and promote it. You can have people book and pay for 
classes through Eventbrite, Meetup or Trybooking. I’ve used all 3 and each has its pros and 
cons. I found Meetup great for creating a group of interested people but you can also do that 
through Facebook groups now.  
 
You will need a date, location, topic, outline, way to market it and insurance to be able to do 
it well.  
 
How to promote it 
The above platforms are ones people look for events to attend so there will be a little 
promotion through them just by having it on there. Set up a Facebook event so anyone can 
find it. Promote it in Facebook groups, to friends, family and anyone you think will be 
interested. Personally, I found Facebook advertising to be great for promoting events to my 
target audience.  
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Depending on where and how big the class is you might want to collaborate with other 
businesses and people teaching to promote it further.  
 
Set up your own email list, website and social media it can help a lot for credibility and 
bookings but it isn’t essential.  
 
 
 
51. Babysitting 
I started babysitting for other people at age 12 and got paid! I look at my daughter who is 
almost 12 and cannot imagine allowing her to babysit others kids all on her own. Different 
times! 
 
Now, babysitting, nannying and similar are quite different and for some people it is their 
chosen career which works well.  
 
How much can you make?  
The lowest I see is $20hr but it is usually more $25 to $35hr people pay with extra for after 
midnight or staying for a long period. 
  
How long does it take? 
Every shift will vary unless you have regular clients who go out at specific times.  
 
How to get started 
You can sign up to agencies such as Find A Babysitter or advertise yourself on Gumtree, 
Facebook and of course let friends and family know.  
 
Most people will expect you to have a current working with vulnerable people or working with 
children check, a current first aid certificate, references and some request a police check.  
 
52. Tutoring 
With specific knowledge in certain subjects or simply being further ahead than others you 
can become a tutor.  
 
How much can you make?  
$20 to $50hr is fairly common depending on your experience, location and the subject you 
are tutoring. English, Math and languages are extremely popular, along with music or 
singing.  
 
How long does it take? 
It’s up to you how many hours you want to put into tutoring and how long will also be 
determined by how many clients you have.  
 
How to get started 
Connect with schools and libraries in your area. At each school my daughters have attended 
tutoring services have been promoted in the school newsletters with some even allowing the 
tutoring to happen at school immediately after school finishes. 
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Get insurance, check prices in your area and decide what you will tutor in and how you will 
do it. Alternatively, join an organisation and work with them. Find out more about tutoring 
here.  
 
 
 
 
53. Direct Selling  
Direct selling, party plan, MLM (Multi Level Marketing), whatever you want to call it, if done 
ethically and treated as a business, it can be good. I want to make it clear though, many 
people who join MLM’s are not successful and not all companies are equal.  
 
However, when I was younger I did a few different ones and made decent money along with 
winning a lot of bonuses. In one night I achieved $2,500 worth of cash and prizes as a 
bonus. Others I know have made 6 figure incomes from it and many worked their way up to 
cars. You have to treat it like a proper business to be successful like that but you can also 
make a little cash on the side as pocket money if you prefer.  
  
How much can you make?  
It varies widely from people making a loss (like any business) through to 6 figure incomes. 
The average I made when I was doing it was $100 per party for party plan ones and $200 a 
month for other options. I am not ‘salesy’, felt uncomfortable with some of the tactics the 
company pushed on us and really was only in it for families and friends to get discounts plus 
for me to make a little pocket money. 
 
How long does it take? 
Depending on which one you join there is usually a training period of a few weeks where you 
work with your manager, work off your kit (unless you paid for it outright) and get all set up. 
Then it can be anything from a few hours to full time.  
 
How to get started 
Do some research on the options out there then join the one which aligns with you and you 
actually believe in. For the best advice, tips and support I highly recommend Ethical Direct 
Selling Group. I personally know Tracey, she is passionate about what she does, is 
authentic and genuine. She’s also been extremely successful and has the best advice.  
 
How to promote it 
Most go straight to pushing it on friends and family as well as Facebook. This is fine but you 
also need to get beyond your immediate circles. Depending on the product, do some 
Facebook lives, tutorials, answer questions and provide valuable information in a fun way to 
get people interested. Don’t just post everywhere pushing your product.  
 
Extra tips 
Be different. The top Tupperware demonstrators in the USA are drag queens because they 
put on a full show. Make whatever you do fun, entertaining and get people wanting you over 
anyone else. 
 

 
©2019 The Thrifty Issue  www.thethriftyissue.com.au    38 

https://www.ata.edu.au/
https://ethicaldirectsellinggroup.com/
https://ethicaldirectsellinggroup.com/
http://www.thethriftyissue.com.au/


Keep track of all your expenses associated with whatever direct selling option you choose 
and track your time so you can genuinely track how profitable it is for you. 
 
Be genuine, not aggressive. The “PM for more info” and cryptic posts on Facebook, direct 
messaging people without getting to know them, adding people as friends then pushing your 
product are all huge no’s! They turn people off. Be transparent, provide valuable tips and  
 
 
advice and you will do much better.  
 
Don’t get discouraged by people bagging out MLM’s. They aren’t for everyone but if you 
believe in the product, enjoy what you are doing and are ethical about it, you will be fine.  
 
54. Pet/House Sitting 
You can do either or both. People don’t always like to put their pets in kennels or catteries 
nor do they want their houses left empty. Some people offer pet sitting services in their own 
home instead of in the owners home. Others combine house and pet sitting services. While 
many offer this for free, you can make good money on the side with it too.  
 
How much can you make?  
It will vary a lot depending on where you live, time of year, competition etc. One of my 
friends made $700 the week of Thanksgiving in the USA (and she shares some tips in that 
link). Other friends here in Australia make a few hundred a week too. Mad Paws claims their 
sitters are making up to $1,600 a month.  
 
How long does it take? 
If you’re just house sitting it doesn’t take that long. The longest part is finding a house and 
confirming everything with the owners. Aside from that, it is the same as living normally.  
 
With petsitting, how long it takes will be determined by what they need you to do. Feeding, 
medication, cleaning up litter/excrements, washing etc. All the regular things you have to do 
when you own a pet.  
 
This is an easy side hustle to do in conjunction with others.  
 
How to get started 
Having references and experience will go a long way in this industry. Do a few for people 
you know to get some experience and for them to be references for you or apply for some 
free options through sites such as Mind A Home, Aussie House Sitters and Trusted House 
Sitters. Alternatively, for just pet setting and pet services, Mad Paws comes highly 
recommended and is owned by the same organisation of many services I use.  
 
How to promote it 
Having a social media account where you can share what you are doing, tips for house and 
pet care will show how good you are and make it easy for others to refer and book you. Only 
post what owners give you permission to and get it in writing. Some people are very private 
and don’t like their home or pets on social media.  
 
Jump on Gumtree and various house/pet sitting sites, set up a profile and work from there.  
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55. Dog Walking  
Get paid to get fit and earn more than delivering catalogues. You do need to love dogs and 
know how to handle them.  
 
How much can you make?  
In Australia it is usually $20 to $30 an hour depending on the services you offer, how many 
dogs you look after at once and if you are doing it yourself or through an agency.  
 
How long does it take? 
From a few hours to all day depending on how many dogs you walk and what you agree to 
do with your clients. 
 
How to get started 
Again, you can do this with Mad Paws or Paw Shake. You can also choose to offer it on 
Airtasker or look for jobs on there as well as Gumtree.  
 
How to promote it 
As with pet sitting, having a social media account where you can share what you are doing, 
will show how good you are and make it easy for others to refer and book you. Only post 
what owners give you permission to and get it in writing. Some people are very private and 
don’t like their pets on social media.  
 
Jump on Gumtree, Airtasker and various pet sitting sites, set up a profile and work from 
there. On Facebook, join relevant groups in your area and offer your services in there too.  
 
56. Apps You Can Use 
Get paid to walk, do your shopping, post videos or even post wanted ads you see in shop 
windows all through apps.  
 
How much can you make?  
From $1 a task through to a few hundred a month depending on what you do and how often 
you do it.  
 
How long does it take? 
Somethings only take a few minutes, other apps can run in the background while you do 
regular tasks and take no more time while others take a few hours.  
 
How to get started 
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Check out apps which pay. I have a list here which explains more.  
For mystery shopping you can use Field Agents, Snooper and Social Soup. 
For groceries or shopping use Cash Rewards to get cash back (be sure to add their widget 
to your Chrome toolbar on your desktop for the most benefit).  
Get $20 from Spaceship when sign up with the code KTRAVERS9DU and you invest. Plus 
$2.50 to $5 from Raiz when you sign up and invest.  
Post job ads with Indeed and get up to $1 by following the steps here.  
 
 
For walking around get points through SweatCoins. It takes forever to accumulate enough to 
cash out though.  
 
57. Sell Photos 
Stock photo sites offer a small commission when your photos are purchased or you can do 
more and sell prints, items with your images on them or do it as a full photography business. 
Photography is competitive and often undervalued so I am only going to focus on the stock 
option here, actual photography I discuss later. 
 
How much can you make?  
A few dollars a month with stock sites or thousands if doing it full time.  
 
How long does it take? 
It only takes a few minutes to load your photos onto a stock photo site. Learning 
photography, honing your skills, taking great photos, that is what takes more time. If you 
have those skills though, you can make money with the stock sites on the side while making 
more money with other photography. 
  
How to get started 
Edit your images and decide which ones you are happy to put on stock sites. One site my 
friends have found to be really good is LightStock. Upload your images, write clear 
descriptions and use the right tags to make sure your photos are noticed and used. 
 
58. Cake Decorating  
There is definitely art, skill and practice required to be a good cake decorator and it takes a 
lot more time than most assume. It can be a great way to make money if you enjoy it and are 
prepared to invest in the tools. Don’t assume you will be amazing immediately though.  
 
How much can you make?  
The cost of your supplies and how many cakes you are doing will determine how much you 
make. Anywhere from $50 through to hundreds can be made per cake.  
 
How long does it take? 
Each cake will take a different amount of time. Take into account cooking, cooling, icing, 
creating the decorations and putting it all together. A simple cake might take under an hour 
to decorate while more elaborate cakes take hours, which is reflected in the price.  
 
How to get started 
Check out your competition, get practice and be sure you can do it well. Check council and 
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legal obligations in your area. Food services typically need to be done in a registered or 
commercial kitchen with strict regulations.  
 
Get good photos of some of your work, set up your social media and website to make it easy 
for people to find you. If doing it for more than a hobby, you will need to register your 
business name and there is more involved.  
 
 
 
How to promote it 
Firstly, let friends and family know, post about it on social media then get active in Facebook 
groups. You will likely find your first customers through word of mouth. Once set up, I 
recommend doing paid advertising too.  
 
59. Massage 
You do need qualifications and there are some regulations around it so check those first. A 
masseuse can work from home, travel to clients to do it in their homes or businesses or rent 
space in a salon and set their own hours.  
 
How much can you make?  
$80 to $120 an hour is common in many areas but you can earn more or less depending on 
skills, experience, costs and types of massage you provide.  
 
How long does it take? 
Most people book for 30 minutes to 90 minutes for a session. It’s up to you how many clients 
you do.  
 
How to get started 
Get qualified, be insured and get the supplies you need to do it effectively. Decide if you 
want to be mobile, do it from home or rent a space in a salon then check the regulations you 
need to follow to do it.  
 
How to promote it 
Collaborate with others and offer your services as a barter or discuss promoting each others 
services. Approach hairdressers, chiropractors, new age shops and business that might be a 
fit. 
 
If you are doing mobile massage, reach out to businesses about doing corporate packages 
where you come in to do quick 15 minutes massages for their staff. When I worked in a 
salon as a hairdresser one of my bosses did it because it was shown to reduce issues with 
RSI, back injuries and other problems common among hairdressers. Plus happy staff are 
more productive.  
 
Get active on social media, promote your services in groups, on a page and connect with 
other influencers to get your name out there.  
 
60. Remote Work 
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Aside from freelance writing, being a VA, transcriber and some of the other options I’ve 
listed, there are companies who hire remote workers so you can work from anywhere.  
 
How much can you make?  
Rates vary depending on experience and what you are doing. Some pay quite low as you 
are competing internationally, so from $5hr but there are many which pay $20 or more. 
 
 
 
How long does it take? 
Some offer consistent work e.g. 3 to 40 hours a week, others are one off jobs which pay 
based on you simply completing what they need done for a rate instead of an hourly rate. 
Choose the jobs which suit you.  
 
How to get started 
Seek and similar job sites sometimes have remote work listed as well as dedicated sites 
such as Lets Work Remotely, Problogger Jobs Board and Upwork. Alternatively, there are 
numerous groups on Facebook which have options. Look up remote work or digital nomads 
and you will find the job boards. Two Facebook groups you might want to check are Digital 
Nomads and Digital Nomad Board.  
 
Be sure to check the company before agreeing to anything though.  
 
61. Sell Your Own Produce 
Flowers, vegetables, fruits, eggs, honey or anything else in your garden can be sold.  
 
How much can you make?  
It depends on what you are selling, how busy your area is and how much things sell for. I’ve 
sold our free range eggs for $6+ a dozen, a man down the road sells plants for $20+ 
depending on the type.  
  
How long does it take? 
Listing and dealing with customers typically only takes a few minutes per sale. Or if you live 
in a busier area and have a sign out front, it’s only a matter of spending the time when 
people want to buy. 
 
More time is involved in the actual growing, collecting and cleaning whatever you choose to 
sell.  
 
How to get started 
Let friends and family know, put some listings on Facebook Marketplace and a sign out the 
front of your house to start selling. This is assuming you already have produce to sell. Often, 
the expense of setting up a garden, chicken coop or beehive doesn’t equal a side income for 
quite some time.  
 
62. Car Wrap  
Some businesses will pay to place their advertising on your car if it is relatively new. It’s a 
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moving billboard and provided you are a good driver, it can be good advertising.  
 
How much can you make?  
Usually around $50 a week but be sure to include in the contract the company paying both to 
have the car wrap or stickers placed and removed, as well as them covering any damage to 
your car as a result of the car wrap.  
 
 
 
How long does it take? 
A few hours to get the wrap and remove it when it’s done. Other than that, this isn’t 
something you need to spend time on. You will need to keep your car clean though.  
 
How to get started 
Either reach out to businesses directly, look on sites such as Airtasker or put an ad around 
the place offering businesses to promote themselves on your car.  
 
63. Deliver Papers 
Newspapers typically pay more to be delivered than regular catalogues. The pay isn’t huge 
but someone needs to deliver them. This is becoming less common now.  
 
How much can you make?  
The size of the area you deliver will determine how much you make. Often $40 to $100 a 
week.  
 
How long does it take? 
Usually a few hours. You need to fold the papers and deliver them. Sometimes you also 
have to collect them from a set location. Folding can take as long as delivery so be sure to 
include it in the amount of time spent on it.  
 
How to get started 
Look on job websites or ask around your local area. Salmat is one of the companies you can 
check if they have any routes in your area needing people to deliver to.  
 
64. Recycling 
Some states now pay you to recycle or you can always recycle things including scrap metal 
for cash.  
 
How much can you make?  
Typically 10 cents per can or bottle.  
 
How long does it take? 
It only takes a few minutes to recycle your items at certain collection points.  
 
How to get started 
Check Recycling Near You to find out if your state has options and what to do.  
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65. Movie Extra 
While Australia might not be as big as LA or New York, there are still opportunities here for 
work and you don’t need to be an amazing actor or have a specific look. They are looking for 
all kinds of people.  
 
 
 
How much can you make?  
Usually a minimum of $30 an hour but you can get more for different things.  
 
How long does it take? 
4 hours minimum when you get chosen to be on set. However, there can be time in going for 
casting calls, working with an agent and getting signed before you start working.  
 
How to get started 
Either search for jobs on job sites such as Seek and Jora or choose an agency. Having an 
agent can at times be better because they have ongoing connections and can negotiate 
higher rates for you.  
 
66. Art Model  
Often, it is nude modelling when it comes to art but not always. You will need to be confident 
enough to pose in front of a class for at least an hour.  
 
How much can you make?  
From $100 but it depends on where you live and how long you will be posing for.  
 
How long does it take? 
At least an hour but it is one of those side hustles you can do occasionally rather than all the 
time and classes usually run at various hours making it easy to do if you also work.  
 
How to get started 
Look online or check your local art schools too find callouts for art models. Thoroughly 
research what is involved, where it will be and the reputation of the school. There are a lot of 
sleazy people out there if you only use online ads to find jobs. 
 
67. Influencer  
In recent years this term has changed a little and isn’t as positive as it once was. For the 
purpose of this eBook, we are going to define an influencer as a social media influencer, 
someone making money through social media by recommending products and services. 
 
There are numerous people of influence who would be classed as influencers because of 
their achievements and platforms but most people aren’t going to pursue that sort of life. 
Social media is achievable but the lengths some have gone to are scary.  
 
How much can you make?  
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You can spend a lot and go broke trying to be an influencer or some earn millions. Most fall 
somewhere in between.  
 
How long does it take? 
More time than most assume! First, you need to build an engaged following which makes 
you valuable to brands. Next, you need to create good content such as photos and videos. 
These take time to create, followed by posting and sharing them then responding to  
 
 
comments and people who reach out. 
 
You can spend a few hours a week or make it your full time gig.  
 
How to get started 
Set up a free account on the platforms you want to use. Decide what you want to do then 
learn all you can about that niche, what hashtags to use, how to produce content and how to 
connect with your audience.  
 
Focus on providing quality content and connecting with your followers while gaining more. 
Like, comment and promote others to get in front of them and get more followers. Never buy 
followers as this will be obvious to others. 
 
Alternatively, you can buy a blog with the attached social media accounts or similar. 
Facebook pages and other social media accounts can’t technically be sold (as they are 
owned by Facebook or whichever platform they are on, not you) but they can be part of a 
packaged business sale.  
 
Once you have over 5,000 followers you will be able to work with brands on platforms such 
as Tribe (although I don’t like or use Tribe). Hypetap is another.  
 
Personally, I have either reached out to brands I like or they have contacted me. If you are 
Australian, you can check out the Facebook group Australian Brand Reps. 
 
How to promote it 
Be active on the platform you choose but also connect and collaborate with other 
influencers. Facebook groups are great for this, as is commenting, liking and sharing. Be 
social. It’s what social media was designed for.  
 
Extra tips 
Realise it takes time to build. Be authentic, respond to everyone and get used to being 
trolled.  
 
68. Spruiking  
Extroverts have quite a few opportunities to make money. If you’re comfortable standing in 
front of a crowd talking into a microphone about different stores or products to get people to 
come over and buy, this could be for you! 
 
How much can you make?  
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Between $45 and $80 an hour.  
 
How long does it take? 
This depends on how long you get hired for and what you are doing. Some are a few hours, 
others are all day.  
 
How to get started 
 
 
Register with an agency such as Spruiker Hire (they also offer paid work for other public 
appearances such as cooking demonstrations) and have numerous companies who book 
through them.  
 
Get experience, samples of your work, headshots and if you really want to make a career of 
it, create your own social accounts and website. For the most part, working through an 
agency is the best option though.  
 
69. Party Entertainer  
Dressing up to entertain kids can be a lot of fun (if you like kids) or there are other types of 
party entertainment such as circus tricks, silks and lyra.  
 
How much can you make?  
$150 to $300 an hour depending on what is required, your cost of setting it up or having 
what you need and travel if you do it as your own business or side hustle. Doing it for 
another company is typically minimum wage. 
 
How long does it take? 
1 to 3 hours is usually the amount of time you’re required to be at the party but you need to 
take into account preparation and travel time too.  
 
How to get started 
Decide what sort of entertainment you want to offer and organise that. Promote yourself on 
social media and respond to ads on Gumtree, Airtasker and similar. We interviewed a party 
entertainer here who shares her tips.  
 
70. Hire A Friend 
As weird as this sounds, people hire friends for parties either as guests or as the person 
doing the BBQ, cleaning up etc. Essentially hired help but designed to look like just another 
friend.  
 
How much can you make?  
Around $100 is often offered but it is usually a block of time e.g. 5 hours of work rather than 
just 1 hour.  
 
How long does it take? 
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5 or more hours is most common. You usually help set up, cook, clean and chat.  
 
How to get started 
Check out Airtasker, Gumtree and Facebook for people posting ads about it or post your 
own offering your services. It isn’t as common as other services but you don’t need 
qualifications and you aren’t a catering company.  
 
I do recommend having a strong contract in place which stipulates you are not responsible 
for the food etc. Since they are buying it and supplying everything.  
 
 
71. Face Painting  
With a bit of artistic flair you can paint faces at parties, shopping centres in school holidays, 
school fetes and other places. 
 
How much can you make?  
Most charge $5 per child so it depends how long it takes you to do a face and how much 
your supplies are.  
 
How long does it take? 
This depends on how long it takes you to do a face but most bookings or events run for at 
least 3 hours.  
 
How to get started 
Firstly, get good at it and create a portfolio with photos so kids can choose the face they 
want or so you can show potential venues and event planners. Mostly, kids will know what 
they want anyway. 
 
Next, look for school and local fetes, fairs or events and apply to be the face painter. 
Promote your services on different sites to be booked for parties and get active on social 
media.  
 
72. Balloon Animals 
The great thing about learning to do balloon animals and other designs is it’s a skill that can 
be done on its own or combined with party entertaining or busking.  
  
How much can you make?  
In our area, balloon designs have been anywhere from $5 to $20 depending on the design.  
 
How long does it take? 
Each design usually only takes a few minutes but you will need to work a few hours at 
events or while busking.  
 
How to get started 
As with other entertainment options, look for places and events where you can book to be 
involved. Being the roaming entertainment can certainly pay off and since it is such a visual 
option, other kids who see you making balloon animals for someone will want them. You 
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working is a great advertisement at events.  
 
Busking is another option with balloon designs, however, you will need a permit.  
 
Lastly, you can do balloon designs for events such as flowers on tables or balloon arches for 
parties if you want to.  
 
 
 
 
 
How to promote it 
Get active on social media, apply to be at events such as fairs and fetes plus get business 
cards to hand out so when you are working one place you can promote yourself and people 
can book you for future events.  
 
73. Busking  
In most areas you will need a permit to do any form of busking. Busking isn’t limited to 
musicians or singers. Juggling, balloon designs, circus tricks, magic shows and dance are all 
popular.  
 
How much can you make?  
How good you are, how unique your offering is and how busy the location is all factor into 
how much you’ll make. You’re relying on the generosity of strangers here and cash for the 
most part, which not everyone carries anymore.  
 
How long does it take? 
It is up to you how long you want to spend doing it. Here in Melbourne most do it for a few 
hours at least.  
 
How to get started 
Get your permit first, along with insurance and anything else they require. Next, test different 
locations and times or check which are the best ones and book in for them. Get really good 
at your performance to draw bigger crowds and set up accounts on social media so people 
can see you again or book you for other work. 
 
Extra tips 
Do not perform without checking regulations and permits in your area. The fines can be 
huge.  
Really nail what you are doing. The more interesting, unique or amazing, the better.  
Have another payment option. Yes, cash is great but if you are selling anything else (such as 
usb sticks of your music if you are a musician because no one uses CD’s anymore) or the 
capacity to download your music elsewhere, offer online payment options too. Performers 
who do this generate better incomes.  
 
74. Install Decorations 
Christmas, Halloween, parties and weddings all need decorations and not everyone wants to 
do it themselves. Christmas in particular can be a great time to make extra cash with 
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decorations.  
 
How much can you make?  
Charging handyman prices or around $50hr is fairly standard.  
 
How long does it take? 
This will depend on how elaborate the setup is and how well they packed away their 
decorations previously. Allow a few hours for most homes.  
 
 
 
How to get started 
Promote your services on Facebook, Gumtree and Airtasker plus let friends and family know 
you are doing. Even though it is a hobby and you won’t be doing it as a full time business, 
you do need to look at insurance. If you fall off a ladder or injure yourself, you need to be 
covered for injury, loss of income and also potential damage to their property.  
 
75. Elections  
State and federal elections require workers to watch polling booths, direct people, check 
people in, collect information and assist with various aspects of voting.  
 
How much can you make?  
On the AEC site it states: 
If you are employed to work: 

● on election day only - you will receive a set remuneration package according to your 
position that covers all hours you work for a full day, allowances and any mandatory 
training required for your role (between $400 and $1000, depending on the role) 

● before or after election day - you will be paid at the hourly rate assigned to your 
position, including 25 per cent casual loading (between $23.65 and $28.79 per hour, 
depending on the role). 

These hourly rates and remuneration packages are reviewed in the lead up to each federal 
electoral event, and once confirmed are set out in the Collective Determination made by the 
Electoral Commissioner under section 35(3) of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918. 

 
How long does it take? 
You will typically work 7am until 10:30pm and there are shifts in the lead up to the election 
as well as election day and administration tasks after election day. They are longer than 
normal shifts and you cannot leave until all duties are completed.  
 
How to get started 
Check out the details at the Australian Electoral Commission website then decide if it is right 
for you and go through the application process.  
 
76. Makeup  
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Weddings, formals, parties, cosplay and other events all require makeup. It is best to get 
professional qualifications rather than just be great at doing makeup yourself because there 
is a high level of skill involved.  
 
How much can you make?  
Many charge upwards of $100 for a full face of makeup, more for brides as there is usually 
more work involved and a higher level of stress.  
 
 
 
 
 
How long does it take? 
Training can take a few months then clients are usually 1 hour or more per person.  
 
How to get started 
Get your qualifications, create a portfolio and get active on social media to showcase your 
work and make it easy for people to book you.  
 
Get all your supplies, insurance and decide what services you want to offer.  
 
How to promote it 
Promote yourself on social media, let friends and family know, offer a referral bonus and 
consider collaborating with similar businesses. For example, if you are going to do weddings, 
connect with bridal stores, hairdressers, florists and photographers to recommend each 
other to brides as they come to you.  
 
77. Halloween Haunted House 
An option for a quick cash injection once a year. Check the regulations in your area to hold 
such an event then look at how you will promote it.  
 
How much can you make?  
You can make a few hundred to a few thousand in one night depending on the cost of 
supplies, your entrance fee and how popular it is.  
 
How long does it take? 
It will take a few months in the lead up to organise and promote it then it will take you most 
of the day to set up the house and run it for Halloween.  
 
How to get started 
First check what the regulations are. Next design it, work out where to get your supplies and 
how you want to promote it. Get a team together to organise it all, check how much it will 
cost and how much you will charge.  
 
On top of the entrance fee you can offer extras such as face painting, sell food and drinks or 
collaborate with businesses who do that and let them book to be part of your event for a fee 
or percentage of profits.  
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If done properly, it is a full on event.  
 
How to promote it 
Social media, local magazines, community notice boards and where possible, get on the 
radio as many have a community notice section where they read out events that are on. 
Create a Facebook event, make it easy for people to book tickets and get others involved in 
promoting it too.  
 
To do this well, you will need a proper marketing strategy.  
 
 
 
78. Photography 
Decide on the type of photography you want to focus on and if you are talented as well as 
know how to market yourself you can make a decent living. It is often undervalued but those 
who know the value will pay.  
 
How much can you make?  
As a new photographer you might only make a few hundred, as an experienced 
photographer with a great clientele you can make thousands.  
 
Plus selling sessions or photos isn’t the only way you can make money, that’s just the start 
of your options.  
 
How long does it take? 
It takes time to get experience, many photoshoots go for a few hours or if you choose to do 
work part time for a company, you will usually have shifts to work.  
 
How to get started 
Have the skills or dedicate the time to learning about it. Invest in good equipment, a website 
and social presence. Create a portfolio of images and base it around the type of 
photography you would like to do. Different photography requires different skills and when 
people are looking for a photographer they are looking for one with experience in specific 
areas. For example a bride is looking for a wedding photographer not a travel photographer. 
Being great at capturing landscapes doesn’t mean someone is great at capturing people and 
emotions.  
 
Create packages and options which align with the type of photographer you are or want to 
be. Have a look at those who are successful at it but don’t deliberately try to undercut them. 
When you price lower, it devalues the work.  
 
Look at other options for your photography such as selling products (mugs, bags, scarves, 
cushions etc) and see if you want to implement that.  
 
How to promote it 
Social media tends to be the best option for many photographers now. Also check out 
SourceBottle and respond to callouts to get media exposure. Network with journalists and 
get your work featured in media, other websites and even on the TV.  
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79. Assemble Furniture 
How often do you think people order furniture from IKEA and other places where they have 
to assemble it themselves then regret the decision? There are lots of ads and opportunities 
to make money with this.  
 
How much can you make? 
$50 an hour seems fairly standard although some people will want to pay per piece of 
furniture rather than time.  
  
 
 
How long does it take? 
How long do you want to spend doing it? You could easily have a few hours on the weekend 
or more work if you wanted.  
 
How to get started 
Check Airtasker, Gumtree and Facebook for wanted ads as well as placing your own ads 
offering the services. Let friends and family know you’re doing it and each time you do it, get 
a testimonial.  
 
80. Wedding Rentals  
From giant games through to photo booths or chair covers there are so many things people 
hire for weddings it can be a good little side hustle if you it promote it well.  
 
How much can you make?  
A few hundred a week easily if you have a few items and once you are known.  
 
How long does it take? 
If you are hiring items you need to deliver and set up, it will take longer than just having 
items people pick up, use and return. However, it could take as little as a few hours a week if 
you wanted. 
 
How to get started 
Some people start by hiring items from their own weddings to recoup some of the costs. 
Others purchase items specifically to hire out or they buy existing hire businesses. Decide 
what you want to do then set up an easy way to do it such as a website and social media.  
  
How to promote it 
Get featured on wedding blogs, in wedding magazines and promote yourself on your social 
media channels. Consider collaborating with other influencers in your area (check their 
audience is local and relevant) to get more exposure. 
 
81. Umpire/Referee  
Some clubs pay their umpires and referees to do game days. If you have experience this 
can be a great way to make some money on a weekend.  
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How much can you make?  
$30+ an hour or game depending on the club. If you do a few games in a day you could 
easily get over $100.  
 
How long does it take? 
Usually all day Saturday or Sunday if you are doing it for one specific club as they’ll have 
you do all or most of the games for the day.  
 
 
 
 
 
How to get started 
Look at job sites or check with the local sports clubs. Some are in desperate need of 
umpires, others only accept volunteers.  
 
82. Party Set Up And Pack Up  
As with many jobs, this is one people don’t often want to do. It won’t be regular work to start 
with but can be worth a little here and there.  
 
How much can you make?  
Anywhere from $100 depending on what you have to do and are willing to do.  
 
How long does it take? 
Usually at least an hour either side of the party. It could be much longer depending on how 
elaborate the set up is and how wild the party gets.  
 
How to get started 
Look for ads on Airtasker, Facebook, Gumtree and similar sites where people advertise odd 
jobs. Place your own ad and let friends and family know what you are doing.  
 
Since you will be going to other people’s property be sure to get proper insurance and have 
a solid contract in place for both payment, what is included, what happens if things are 
damaged, time frames for work etc. Cover yourself!  
 
How to promote it 
Social media and sites where people post odd jobs are going to be the best places for you to 
promote your services. Once you get started, word of mouth is usually pretty good 
advertising so be sure to have business cards and be easy to contact.  
 
83. Spray Tanning 
Do a quick course, get some practice, have a few photos of your work and you can easily set 
up a spray tanning business.  
 
How much can you make?  
$400 to $600 a day is not uncommon. Even working 1 weekend or a few nights a week 
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(people love being able to do things outside of work hours) you can easily make the same as 
a full time job. 
 
How long does it take? 
Full body spray tans take less than 30 minutes including drying time. If you have a a few 
clients at once you can spray one, then while they dry, spray the next. By the time you have 
finished spraying the second, the first should be dry. Or you can use a dryer in your kit to 
speed things up.  
 
 
 
 
 
How to get started 
Do a course then make sure you follow any legal requirements to be set up properly. Get 
practice, learn about different products then decide which one you will use. Learn about 
products you can sell to increase your bottom line (body lotions, body scrubs, mits and other 
beauty items).  
 
Set it up as a business and you’ll have more success than someone who does it as a hobby.  
 
How to promote it 
Word of mouth in the beauty industry is fantastic for marketing. Offer clients referral and 
loyalty rewards such as half price for referring a friend, have 9 tans get the 10th free etc. Be 
active on social media and make sure you have a nice website. Make it easy for clients to 
book and clearly display your prices.  
 
Then get active in Facebook groups, networking events and look to collaborate with 
businesses which align with yours to promote each other and refer clients.  
 
84. Weddings 
Weddings are big money from planning them through to making veils.  The amount of money 
a couple spends on a wedding is the equivalent of a house deposit for some people. Look at 
what people are doing for weddings, every detail which is planned then pick something you 
enjoy or could make money with.  
 
How much can you make?  
From a few dollars through to thousands depending on what you do.  
 
How long does it take? 
Something such as wedding photography would take a few days (not just the few hours of 
the wedding) whereas wedding stationery might only take a few hours.  
 
How to get started 
Decide what you want to offer. Wedding planning, stationery, catering, photography, 
decorations, hairpieces, floristry, thank you gifts, bridesmaid or groomsmen options, 
hampers etc.  
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Get what you need for those services, set it up as a hobby or business (although I 
recommend insurance and being set up properly as a business if doing anything to do with a 
wedding. You never know what a Bridezilla might do!) 
 
Then promote it.  
 
How to promote it 
Get featured on wedding blogs, in wedding magazines and promote on your social media 
channels. Consider collaborating with other influencers in your area (check their audience is 
local and relevant) to get more exposure. 
 
 
 
85. Hospitality 
Given the out of regular business hours hospitality has, it is an appealing side hustle option 
for a lot of people. From waitressing to bartending but don’t assume it’s easy! 
 
How much can you make?  
From around $20 per hour depending on experience, qualifications, when and where you 
work. Some places have tips, others don’t.  
 
How long does it take? 
Shifts are a minimum of 3 hours usually but more often if you work an evening you’ll be 
doing 5 hours or more.  
 
How to get started 
Get some experience and/or qualifications. If you plan on working a bar you need a 
Responsible Service Of Alcohol (RSA) certificate and if there are pokies or similar you need 
your RSG. Both don’t take long to get but are essential.  
 
Simply look for jobs online or keep an eye out for help wanted signs in windows for your 
local area.  
 
The more experience you have the easier it will be to get jobs but don’t let that put you off 
from applying.  
 
Be aware, it can be difficult work. You’re dealing with customers, lots of orders, being on 
your feet all day and it requires more skill and patience than most people assume.  
 
86. Cashback  
Get cash back on any shopping. While it’s not a consistent stream of income, it’s a nice little 
side option.  
 
How much can you make?  
From 1% of your purchase through to hundreds depending on what you’re buying.  
 
How long does it take? 
It’s usually only a few clicks if shopping online, otherwise it’s only a few minutes to fill out a 
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form and get cash back.  
 
How to get started 
Sign up to cashback sites such as Honey and Cash Rewards. Both are free and they have 
different offers. Add them to Chrome and download the app to make the most of every 
opportunity.  
 
Whenever you are making a purchase, check to see if you can get cashback from different 
brands too. For example, electrical goods often have in store cashback offers.  
 
 
 
 
87. Stylist  
A stylist can cover a range of options from interior design through to personal styling. All 
require you to have an eye for detail, design and what works.  
 
How much can you make?  
From a few hundred per session depending on the services you offer and how well you 
market it.  
 
How long does it take? 
Most stylists spend a few hours with each client. If you have more than a few clients you 
could easily spend 10 to 20 hours a week on it or limit it to one client for a few hours.  
 
How to get started 
Testimonials and word of mouth are key here. Depending on the type of stylist you want to 
be, some qualifications will help with credibility. Overall, people want to see and know you 
are professional and do a good job.  
 
Get testimonials, a social media presence and website showing photos of your work whether 
it be total wardrobe makeovers or a room redesign. Show what you are capable of.  
 
How to promote it 
Social media is visual so before and after posts do well which aligns with your business. 
Collaborate with designers, fashion influencers and photographers to get more awareness 
about your services and be active with your networking.  
 
88. Tours And Experiences  
You don’t need your own tour company to offer this, you can do it easily through Airbnb! If 
you know your way around your city, can offer a class such as cooking, photography, surfing 
or some other experience, you can have a great side hustle. 
 
How much can you make?  
From $50 per person per experience. How much you make and charge will be determined 
by what you offer and how many people book with you.  
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How long does it take? 
It doesn’t take long to list then it is up to you how available you are.  
 
How to get started 
Join Airbnb for free here. Check out the other experiences available and decide what you 
want to offer. Create a plan for it, get photos and create your listing.  
 
How to promote it 
It will be promoted through Airbnb but if you want to take if further you can set it up as a 
proper business and promote it through social media, a website and collaborating with 
others.  
 
 
89. Caricatures 
If you are talented at drawing cartoons or caricatures, they are popular at tourist spots, for 
weddings, parties and other events. Get hired to do events or simply offer your services at 
markets where customers can pay for one of them.  
 
How much can you make?  
Minimum wage if you do it at locations such as an amusement park but as your own 
business you can make $250 an hour. Check out this post from my friend Paula for more 
details.  
 
How long does it take? 
You can spend every day doing it or just a few hours here and there.  
 
How to get started 
Get experience and a portfolio of your work to show what you can do. Then decide how you 
want to do it. Do you want to work for someone else as a side job or do you want to do 
weddings and other events or simply offer it as a service online?  
 
If doing it as a business, follow the tips here to get set up. 
  
How to promote it 
Pitch yourself to other service providers for weddings and events (such as the planners) and 
see if you can collaborate or cross promote. Get active on social media, go to expos and 
exhibits, markets and other places there is a lot of traffic to get noticed and get more 
customers.  
 
90. Musician  
If you have the talent there are quite a few options to make money as a musician. Not 
everyone will be a major star but there is plenty you can do.  
 
How much can you make?  
From a few dollars to thousands depending on what you do. 
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How long does it take? 
Practicing, recording, playing gigs it can take a few hours or days depending on how long 
you want to dedicate to it.  
 
How to get started 
Decide what you want to do. Do you want to be in a band and play gigs at pubs, festivals 
and weddings? As a musician you can busk, have a YouTube channel, do events, sell usb 
sticks/cd’s or links to download your music when you do events, put your music on Spotify, 
teach or write music for others and offer services on Fiverr.  
 
How to promote it 
As with other side hustles, be active on social media. Have signage and business cards at  
 
 
events you do, be involved in numerous events in your area and collaborate with others to 
cross promote.  
 
91. DJ 
You can either have your own DJ business or do it through other companies. If you do it 
yourself you’ll have to outlay money to get all the equipment but you also get to keep all the 
money.  
 
How much can you make?  
Usually a few hundred per gig.  
 
How long does it take? 
Typically a minimum of 3 hours but many gigs go longer.  
 
How to get started 
If you don’t have any experience, learn how to do it through a course and get some 
experience first. Then look at working for others to get more experience before going it 
alone. Check job sites for DJ jobs or look for agencies you can join.  
 
Alternatively, if you want to do it as your own business, set it up as a proper business and 
promote your services that way.  
 
92. Karaoke 
Karaoke clubs need hosts, as do various events and parties. Office parties, birthdays and 
other celebrations sometimes book to have it at their place rather than go to a club so you 
have a few options. You can also make money winning karaoke competitions. 
 
How much can you make?  
$30 to $50 per hour depending on where you work and when. Nights or weekends get higher 
rates. Prizes for most karaoke nights I’ve seen are either drinks or cash upwards of $100.  
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How long does it take? 
3 hours is the minimum shift but many go for longer.  
 
How to get started 
Decide how you want to do it, interview for jobs and get out there. Look up karaoke on Seek, 
Jora and Indeed or any other job site. Alternatively, search Gumtree, Airtasker and similar 
for people looking for it.  
 
93. Personal Trainer 
You do need to be qualified to do this but the qualifications can be flexible to get. Then you 
can either work in a gym, someone else’s fitness business or have your own business.  
 
 
 
 
 
How much can you make?  
The average pay is around $27 per hour when working in a gym, more when you book 
personal training clients rather than just working in the gym. As a trainer outside a gym you 
can charge $80 to $140 usually, with a discount offered for multiple sessions paid for 
upfront.  
 
How long does it take? 
Each session is usually 30, 45 or 60 minutes. It’s up to you how many clients you take on.  
 
How to get started 
Get qualified then get experience. It is usually fairly easy to get a job in a gym and build your 
experience and clientele that way. Once you have experience you can start your own 
business if you like but check the terms of your contract with a gym before you do. Many 
have non compete clauses so you could be sued if you start your own business or poach 
clients from the gym.  
 
94. Critic  
Whether your interest and expertise is food, books, movies or tech, there are lots of ways 
you can be paid to be a critic. This is different to writing reviews for the sites mentioned 
earlier.  
 
How much can you make?  
From $20 per article, although usually much more. Some sites hire writers to be critics for 
$40,000+ per year.  
 
How long does it take? 
You will need time to test or try whatever it is you are being a critic for. Allow the time to fully 
experience it and test it properly. Obviously, books take longer to read than having a meal at 
a restaurant.  
 
How to get started 
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Write some articles or do some videos for you portfolio then apply for freelance and staff 
gigs through sites such as ProBlogger. You need to prove your knowledge, experience and 
worth to them, the same as any other job.  
 
Alternatively, set up your own site or channel to be a critic and review whatever you are 
passionate about. Find out how to do that here.  
 
95. Reality TV  
So many shows require contestants and while you might not always get paid to be on the 
show, the opportunities that come from it are huge.  
 
How much can you make?  
Usually less than $100 a day. You get an expenses account but you can make money after 
with brand ambassadorships and other options through your social media and by becoming 
an influencer if you’re entertaining on the show.  
 
 
 
How long does it take? 
This will depend on the show you’re on. Even a show such as First Dates takes a few days 
commitment. You have castings, interviews, video before the ‘date’ then the actual date. So 
you need to be able to commit.  
 
Other shows take weeks or months, often with you needing to live there so you can’t work or 
be with your family.  
 
How to get started 
Check sites such as My Casting Net to see which shows are currently casting and apply 
through them. There is heavy competition so you really need to stand out! 
 
96. Investing 
Whether it is a business, a rental property or shares, there are numerous ways to invest and 
diversify your income streams.  
 
How much can you make?  
This will vary greatly depending on what you invest in, how much you invest, how you do it 
and how long for. Investing for the long term typically results in the best outcome.  
 
How long does it take? 
Shares take only a few minutes to buy but you need to take the time to research which to 
buy. Purchasing a house or business takes a lot longer and managing either of these can 
require significant time unless you outsource it.  
 
How to get started 
Decide what and how you want to invest. You could start small to see if you can tolerate the 
ups and downs of the share market with an app such as Raiz - get a bonus $2.50 here or 
Spaceship - get $20 bonus with the code KTRAVERS9DU 
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Invest small amounts to see how risk averse you are. If you like it, learn about the stock 
market and how to invest properly then make a plan. Personally, I love shares because they 
are easy to invest, while they do go up and down, historically, the ones I have invested in 
have gone up and over time it has worked out better than property for me. If you decide to 
invest properly in shares look at other options instead of just the apps. Compare the fees 
and performance, how easy it is to use etc.  
 
To invest in the property market, do research first. Find out your borrowing power and decide 
how you want to invest and why you are doing it. Is it for immediate rental returns or capital 
gains? Slightly different tactics are used for each and you will look for different things in 
properties. Ideally, you find both in a property but that isn’t always guaranteed. At the time of 
writing, the property market in Australia isn’t great.  
 
When it comes to investing you don’t have to limit yourself to long term tenants either. My 
friend makes a lot more being an Airbnb landlord and did an experiment here.  
 
 
 
 
For business, invest in what you know and be aware, most businesses fail. I love business 
but you need to know what you are doing, have a great team and it’s not for everyone.  
 
97. Dropshipping 
Running a business or store where you don’t have to worry about inventory or postage is 
pretty amazing. It keeps your overheads low and allows for easier expansion.  
 
How much can you make?  
It varies greatly depending on what you sell and how much you sell.  
 
How long does it take? 
You can do it in a few hours a week.  
 
How to get started 
There is more involved than simply setting up a store. My friend, Steve Chou and his wife 
have been doing this for years and are experts on it. Read this article and sign up to his free 
6 day mini course linked in the article to really get into it.  
 
98. Make money from your hobby 
What hobbies do you have that you could make money from? Artists, photographers and 
similar creatives can sell what they make. Does your hobby require specific equipment you 
could decorate or create? Do you enjoy woodworking and have access to reclaimed wood, 
crates or other wood supplies to make a larger profit on it? 
 
Embroider or engrave items needed for your hobby for others such as tool belts, boxes and 
similar.  
 
Great at making props for costumes or love cosplay? There are numerous events you can 
get involved with to either be paid to be on the team, make items to sell, create costumes or 
accessories for others or photograph them.  
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What is something about your hobby you can do to make money from it? 
 
How much can you make?  
It will depend completely on what you do and your profit margins.  
 
How long does it take? 
At least a few hours a week for most people. 
 
How to get started 
Decide what you want to do then test your local area to see if there is a market for it. Check 
Meetup and Facebook for relevant groups and get involved then ask and see if what you are 
doing or looking at doing would be of interest. You’re likely to get your first few orders this 
way and word of mouth will help you get out there.  
 
 
 
 
How to promote it 
Start with groups and communities related to your hobby. They’re your target market so get 
involved, go to markets or fairs, be active in groups and use your own website and social 
media to get more exposure.  
 
Become known as an expert in this field and you will easily be able to promote your products 
or services.  
 
Extra tips 
Just because you have a hobby it doesn’t mean you have to make money from it. While 
many hobbies do produce an income of some sort which is great, that is not the main reason 
to do them. Hobbies are something you enjoy, they give you a break from the day to day 
stresses. All they need to do is be fun, they don’t have to make money!  
 
99. Your Own Business  
I’ve founded, bought and sold businesses since I was 19. Starting with a mobile hair and 
beauty business, I have done MLM as mentioned earlier, owned a marketing company, 
bought and sold websites and been involved in other businesses. I love it but it’s not for 
everyone.  
 
How much can you make?  
Many businesses fail, cost their owners money or never make a proper profit. Successful 
businesses can make you more than you are earning at work and super successful 
businesses can make millions! 
 
How long does it take? 
A lot of time. Eventually, you will have to decide between your job and your business. As you 
grow though you can outsource more and everyone needs an exit plan so you are not 
working in the business, only on it and then finally selling it or closing it.  
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How to get started 
You can start a business for under $100 (check out how here) but that isn’t necessarily the 
best option. Research the business you want to create or buy. Do proper market research, 
test things, save money or get funding so you can grow. Create a business plan and know 
what you are doing before launching.  
 

How to promote it 
As with all businesses, social media, your own site, ads on Facebook, PR opportunities and 
collaborating with others are the most affordable options.  
 
Extra tips 
If you cannot walk away from your business or it can’t be run by anyone else, you have a 
hobby or a job. A business should be able to be run by others and eventually sold. You need 
to be making enough money to cover your wages, others wages (even if you only hire 
contractors), all the business expenses and to be able to expand.  
 
 
 

For more ways to make and save money check out The Thrifty Issue! 
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